THE 


NECESSITY and EXPEDIENCY 
Ro ora 


A 80 AT Rt ON 
O F 
MERCHANTS and TRADERS, 


1 0 
2 and get Redreſs of many Anuszs ariſing from the 


MBIGUITY, M1isCONSTRUCTION, RicGovukR 
of the Law, and inſidious PRacTtTicsgs of 


.CUSTOM-HOUSE- OFFICERS; 


With PxorosALs for 


EFFECTUAL REMEDIES: 


AND ALS o 
For the Amendment of the Ac r of NAVIGATION, | 
AND OF OTHERS 


Relating. to TRADE and COMMERCE. 
- WITH THE 
OUTLINES of a PL AN 

Shook OF THE INTENDED 
ASSOCIATION. 
| Vis anita major. 

TInterpretatione L:gum pane molliende Junt, potius, quan aſperandæ. 


Si quid vero in iiſdem legibus latum fortaſſis obſcurius fuerit ; opor- 
tet id ab interpretatione patefieri, duritiemgue ligum emendari. 
L. 9. Cod. de Leg. 


Hec equitas ſuggerit; et ff lege d:fitiamur. Tbid. 
—ũ— . —. — ———m — 
By A GENERAL MERCHANT. 


LOND ON: 
Printed for the AUTHOR, 
By BAKER and GALABIN, in INGRAM-COURT, 


. FENCHURCH-STREET, 
A M.DCC.LXXIX, 
To be had at the Bookſellers mentioned on the other Side. 


Price Tu REA SHILLINGS and Six -PENe ſtitched. 


el, 


3 8 Tre dn +" * 


— — R — — 


P — ̃ —ö 


r 
= j _ 


r Ke 


LIST OF THE BOOKSELLERS WHERE 
THIS WORK 1s TO BE HAD. 


Mr. Joann SEwELIL, No 32, 
Mr, William CoLLins, No 28, c Cornhill. 


Meſſrs. RiehARDSON and URQUuaarT, Net, 

Meſſrs. EDU WARM and CHARLES DilLY, No 22, Poultry, 
Mr. Jonx WIIkIE, Ne 71, St. Paul's Church-Vard. 

Mr. BENAMIxX WAIT E, No 63, Fleet-Street. 

Mr. Tuonas CA DELL, oppoſite Catharine - Street, } 8 
Mr. PETER ELus LE, No 87, . 
Mr. Jon x Wal TER, Charing-Croſs. 

Mr. Joux Al Muox, Ne 178, Piccadilly. 

Mr, Iauzs Roßsox, Ne 27, New Bond -Street. 


And of all other Bookſellers in Town. 


eee 


| Oy Y OO TOs" CORY 
| e 
NECESSITY and EXPEDIENCY 
or AN | 
ASSOCIATION 
0 F 


Merchants and Traders. 


deere 


— 


— 


8 _ — — 8 
e 4 
i 8 . 


ml LL R-CCR-IER-D 


MERCHANTS and TRADERS 
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S GREAT-BRITAIN, 


AND 


IRELAND, 


BUT MORE PARTICULARLY 
TO THOSE 


DF. TIS 


(WJ. 
ADVERTISEMENT. 


Think it but right, to inform the 
Readers, that, although every 
Perſon acting in the Cuſtom-Houſe, 
from the General-Officers or Com- 
miſſioners, to the Tide-Waiters in- 
cluſively, goes by the Appellation of 
Cuſtom-Houſe- Officer; I have moſtly 
in View, thoſe called, Officers a- 
bove and Below Stairs; and, that, a- 
mong them all, there are ſome, (and 
I can ſay to my Knowledge) that 
truly deſerve, and are entitled to, 
the Name of Gentlemen. Yet, the 
Difference betwixt them, is, that 
| ſome of the Officers below Stairs, live 
moſily upon Proſecution, and other 
leſs juſtifiable Means; to ſuch in par- 


ticular, 
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ticular, is directed, the well known 


Sarcaim; introduced in the Touch 


one, or Harlequin Traveller, al- 


though levelled at — WHOLE 
5 OD YL. 


1 
3 


* 


Haxrogin. * 


But pray, Mr. Officer, how do you 
manage it, to live at the Rat you do; and 
upon f fuch a {mall Salary ? * 


Cusrom-Housr-Orricxk. 


By impoſing upon the unwary, plundering 
the ue and cheating the King. 


HakLTOYIN. 


: "Abd do you intend to continue in thoſe 
Practices ? 


Cusrom- Hovst-OFFICER. 
\ Moſt certainly ſo. 


NOTA. 
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NO 7A. 


8 OULD any Perſons be 

inclined, to favour the Au- 
thor, with Obſervations or Ani- 
madber ſions on the Subject, or, 
with Hints, relative to the in- 
tended Applications and Afſoct- 
ation ; they are requeſted to do it, 
either by Letters, directed to 
him, at the Printers, or through 
the Channel 7 the Public 


Ledger. 
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CONTENTS. 


. 
Contains ſeveral Inflances of the Rapaciouſneſs 
of Cuſtom- Houſe-Officers; and a Propoſat 


or the Creation of an Office, in the Cuſtom- 


Houſes of London, Edinburgh, and Dub- 
lin, where Merchants and Traders might 

have their Queries reſolved; and ſome Stric- 
tures on the Act of Navigation. | 


N 2M» 
Contains the Remedies to ſeek for ; which are 
of three Sorts : vis. Some, for which we 
are to apply to Parliament, others, to the 


* Treaſury, and the loft, thoſe we have with- 
In ourſebves, 


PAR T III. 
Sketch of a Plan of the Aſſociation of Merchants 
and Traders ; with Obſervations thereon, 


CONCLUSION. 
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T is many Years, fince I have 
thrown occaſionally on Paper, 
moſt of the Contents of the follow- 
ing Sheets, drawn from my own 
Obſervations in the Courſe of the 
Profeſſion of a Merchant, in which 
I am {till engaged; I thought, the 
Perufal of them, might be uſeful to 
a Succeſſor, and although very of- 
ten induced, to publiſh them, yet 
I have reſtrained from it, for Fear 
of giving Offence to the People al- 
luded to, and of being the more ex- 
poſed to the Effects of their Reſent- 
ment, Till, having communicated 
them, to ſeveral Friends and Acquain- 


tances, who as well as myſelf have 
been Sufferers, by the Evili complain- 
ed of; they thought the Publication 
of them would be uſeful: in laying 
open many Deeds of unwarrantable 
Proceedings. | 


But what has been a farther En- 
couragement, is the following Para- 
graph, in one of the Dublin Papers 
of Tanuary laſt : 


ec In the Year 1763, Mr. Thomas 
ce Allen, was appointed by Patent, to 
1 te the ſinecure Employment of Taſter 
W | « of Wines, formerly filled by a 
W | « Mr. Delafay. The new Poſſeſſor 
1 ce propoſed to himſelf endleſs Emo- 
41 c Juments, by extracting Fees of 
ce two Shillings per Ton on all Wines, 
and other Liquors, imported into 
ce this Kingdom; and this without 


5.206 - 


PREFACE. kiii 


ce the leaſt Pretence of Neceſſity or 
« Expediency for ſuch an Employ- 


«© ment. The Body of Merchants of 


te this City, juſtly alarmed at this new 


© Mode of arbitrary Taxation upon 


« a miſerably limited Commerce, 
© formed an Aﬀciation, entered in- 
« to Subſcriptions, — and appointed 
© a Committee of twenty-one of 
ce their Members to conduct a LEGar 
cc Opeos1T10N to the Impoſt. The 
« Struggle did not laſt long, nor 
« coſt much; and in turning their 
« Thoughts to the moft uſeful Mode 


ce of applying the redundant Caſh, 


ee the Idea of building a commodi- 
es gus Edifice, for the Meeting of 
« Merchants and Traders was uni- 


« verſally adopted, - - 


« Theſe 


ee Theſe Schemes have been con- 
e ducted by a Set of Gentlemen { the 
Committee of Merchants,) com- 
ic poſed of Men of all Parties, and 
4 of all Religions. The Unanimity, 
« the Zeal, the Liberality, with 
ce which, they co-operated in the Ex- 
« ecution of this great Work, will 
te be to Poſterity, an gſeful Leſſon, 
6 — and convey to the remoteſt 
ce: Times, an Example of the true 
«Taſte, as well as national Spirit, 
at the preſent Day in Ireland.” 


Let us imitate the Dublin Mer- 
chants, and although I am ſenſible, 
the Taſk is not unlike the Cleaning 
of the Augean Stables, I truſt, we 
ſhall not want People of ie” 
n to frame with Care, and 

(R 8 conduct 


conduct with Spirit, 7 the intended g 
Aﬀeciation ; and make no Doubt, 
but their «nized Efforts, will prove. 


more than ſufficient, if not to get 


redreſſed, ALL the Evils, ſo long and 


ſo juſtly complained of; at leaſt to 
have the Magnitude of them, conſide- 
rably leſſened. 


I have taken the Liberty, to in- 
ſcribe the Work to the Merchants 
and Traders of Great-Britain at large, 
and to thoſe of Ireland alſo; to theſe 
laſt, not only, --- out of Acknow- 
ledgement for the Encouragement'I 


have received from their Example: 


but,—becauſe Merchants at large ought 
to aſſiſt and ſupport each other; and 


it is with ſuch a liberal View, that 
wiſh, that Merchants and Traders, 


reſiding in theſe Kingdoms, may 
have 


xi PREFACE. 


have the Liberty, to become Subſcri- 
bers, and receive thereby the ſame 
Benefit, as if their Reſidence was in 
the Metropolis ; ; that we may aſſiſt 
them, in Caſes happening at our Cuſ- 
tom-Houſe, as well as be aſſiſted 
by them, in the like 13 either 
in Scotland or Ireland. 


IE 


'T HE 
NECESSITY and EXPEDIENCY 


OF AN 


Aſſociation of Merchants, Mc. 


O enumerate all the Grievances, 
| the Merchant has to complain of, 


from the Ambiguity, Miſcon- 
ſtruction, and Rigour of the Laws, rela- 
ting to Cuſtoms; to give a full Account, of 
the many Impoſitions, Vexations, and De- 
predations of the Cuſtom-Houſe-Officers ; 
would, in this laſt Inſtance at leaſt, be 
either impoſſible, or ſwell the Page to an 


ers, if Merchants, but will corroborate the 


Truth of my Aſſertion, and moſt of them 
from the Remembrance of paſt, or perhaps 


the actual F * of preſent Injuries. 


B 1 


enormous Size. Few or none of my Read- 
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1 ſhall therefore confine myſelf to a Js 
Heads, VIZ . | 


The Method of entering Goods ad Va- 
lorem, and the 3 Proceedings of the 
n. 


The — of Goods and of Drugs 
in particular, from the Place of their 
Growth or not of their Growth, as one of 
the "ge Sources of Vexations. 

Ana to a few Striftures on the AR of 
TONNE: 

Unrated Goods being derts“. pay a 
Duty, according to the Value, which is to be 
aſcertained by the Oath of the Importer; — 
and the Conditions annexed to this Method, 
are, that the ſworn Value is not leſs at the 
Place of Importation, than that of Goods 
of the ſame Species and Quality; and if 
upon Inſpection the Officers find, or think, 
that the Goods have been e the : 
Law empowers them, to ſeize them for 

| the 
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the Uſe of the Crown, paying the Impor- 


ter, the Value ſworn to, and 10 per Cent. 
Over. 2 2 TY, | TT | A 111 
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This Practice ſeems to be fair ad equita- 
ble; yet it is otherways ; ; firſt in Regard 
to the Oath... It is generally taken by the 
Importer, without his having previouſly 
ſeen the Goods. In which Caſe, if they 
prove to be overvalued, the Officer will clear 
them; if undervalued; he ſeizes them. 


I know, a Bill of Sight may be obtained. 
But beſides that the Importer muſt make 
Oath, that he knows not, or is not ſuffi- 


ciently acquainted with the Quality of the 


Goods. , Theſe Bills of Sight are attended 
with ſome Trouble, Delays, and a Depoſit 
of Money, exceeding. the ſuppoſed Duty; 
the Overplus of which is not to be had, but 
in Conſequence of a Petition to the Board, 


attended as uſual with much Loſs of Time, 


and not to be repaid without ſome Extra- 


Fees. SEL Aj 
" EI 1 Theſe, 


* What relates to Bills of Sight will be mentioned again. | 


See Note f and its Reference, 
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Theſe; Lown, are but trifſing Evils; but 
thoſe, ariſing from the Practice of — 


cers, are of a far e er 
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The Meärüng of the Ber as” it ſtands 
in the preſent Caſe, is, that the Officer 
hath a Right, to inſpect and examine the 
Goods, and to determine, upon the Spot, 
whoſe Property they are to remain, vis. the 
Crown's or the Merchant's? But, be it ſaid 
to our Shame, — to that Want, of Spirit and 
Reſolution, which many of us, as an Indivi- 
dual has not ſufficient Courage, to ſhew; we 

have ſuffered, nay, permitted the Officers to 
delay the Delivery, — to take away Samples 
of our Goods, to hawk them about, to ap- 
ply to every petty Dealer in, or Manufae- 
turer of the Article, ſo as to come to the 
utmoſt Value of the Goods, and to keep or 
to let N have them ee 


N 


| The! bad Tendencies of ſuch Proceed- 
ings, that cry aloud for Redreſs, — are 
many. They make the Goods known to 
People, from whom perhaps it was the Im- 
=P, porter's 


* * . 


Aſtriation of "Merchants. 5 
Porter's Intention, that they ſhould be 
concealed. — Perhaps the Importer meant 
to keep them from the Market, or up, up- 
on Speeulation, as beſt may ſuit, or, ac- 
cording to the Reſtrictions, laid upon him 
by his Correſpondent; all which are r- 

* defeated by * Officer's. Practice. — 


Another Evil _ that by PEI 
to know the Value of ſuch Goods, — the 
Perſon applied to, — who, — we may well 
"ſuppoſe to be a Dealer in them, — is 
now either provided, or in Expectation of 
ſome. — In either caſe he will for a very 
obvious, ſelf-intereſted Motive, — that of j 
keeping the Goods out of the Market, tell i 
the Officer, that they are much underva- | 
lued; — whereupon they are ſeized ; and a 
he, for a- while, is the ſole Poſſeſſor of the 9 
Article, and puts his own Price upon it ; — 

or elſe, although the Goods may be not of 
the ſame Kind, — yet, if a Subſtitute, — 
the ſame ſelf- intereſted Motive, will equally 
operate on the Mind of the Dealer, and 
have the deſired Effect, of keeping ſuch 
Kind of Goods out of the Market, anti] 


they 
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they have ber condemned, in the Court 21 
NA e 4112 4 ͤK»— 55805 
l Gut men 155% 6th 

Some Peoniamct en maine 


with Trade, will ſay: !'Theſe are but Poſ- 
ſibilities. Admitting, — 1that they are but 
Poſlibilities, is it not proper and wiſe, 
to guard againſt the Evils that 1 way 
from thence, .. , , | {7 » 


* 
1 — to ſhe, — that ow. become 
Facts, —_ will, out of many — and many 
Inſtances, ſingle out a few, wherein the 
Rapaciouſneſs of Cuſt: Benſe-Obecs | 
ſhines forth in all its SSD: eo 


FE 


M 6.3 A 
** the Month of "ot e ſeveral 
Merchants imported Parcels of . Aſhes, the 
Duty of which is payable ad Valorem. They 
accordingly made their Entries; but before 
the Goods could be landed, a very great 
Froſt happened, which laſted for ſome 
Weeks; during which Interval the Price of 
the fame Kind of Aſhes roſe, I believe 30 
or 40 per Cent. Whercupom: the Officer 
made a Sainure of them. Applications 


Vo 17 ; Were 


Aſciation of Merchants. © 7 
were made to the Board, Petitions going i 
backwards and forwards, to and fro from 
the various Offices. Much Delay, much 
Trouble, Fatigue and Loſs of Time to the \ 
Petitioners ; to be told at laſt by the ſeizing | 
Officers: (For you are not allowed to have Fl 
a Sight of the Board's Determination, ſet ö 
down, upon your own Petition,) that the j 
Goods, are by Law become the joint Pro- 
perty of the Crown and Officers. | 


-T call upon the Commiſſioners of the 
Cuſtom-Houſe, — to tell, whether, ? if the 
above-mentioned Commodity had fallen in 
Price as much as it roſe, they would have 
permitted the Importers, to make a freſh 
Entry of their Goods. — I may venture to 
ſay without any Fear of being contradicted: 
No; and upon this extortionary Princi ple, 4 
that ie Revenue would be leſſened. 
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Some. 


d Ag a further Proof of that extortionary Spirit. which pre- | 1 
vails in our Cuitom-Houſe, I ſhall give the Rllowing la- N | 
ſtances: 1 


The new Act concerning the 5 per Cent. on the Duties took | 
Place during theſe laſt Eaſter Holydays. On the next Cuſtom- 
2 Las a Houſe 4 | 


— — — 


Sum to be returned to him, when he could get it, — and that 


* a A. | - * 3 * 8 * 
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3 2 of - The Meret of A 
Some of the Importers were for getting 

Redreſs, * ns Officers. — 

agi „ wi . ak "$i ho. Sh, . But 


———_— Merch ants offered to make the rel Bowie 
of Goods,” whereof the prime Entry had been done before 
the paſſing of the AG; — the Clerks refuſed to paſs them, 
except they would agree to pay the new Duty, — which can- 
not in this Caſe be demanded with any Colour of Juſtice ; 
a Poſt-Entry being in Fact Nothing elſe, but the Balance due 
on Account of Duties, which were due at the very Time of 
caſting the ſame, when the Importer made his firſt Entry. 
Beſides no Ad can have a Retroſpef, and upon this Prin- 
ciple the new Duty ought not ſo much as to be charged upon 
Goods being on-board of Veſſels, that had made their Re- 


Port previous to the At. — Some People unwilling to con» 
tend, agreed to pay the new Duty upon their Poſt-Entries ; 


Others refuſed to do it. One amongſt theſe laſt was in a ſin 
gular Situation; he had made an Entry of ſeveral Sorts. of 
God out of the ſame Veſſel, long before the paſling of the 
AR, and had over-entered ſome ; upon which he petitioned 
the Board, that the Surplus might be charged to the Account 
of thoſe ſhort-entered ; after the uſual Delays the Petition 
was granted. — Any one, but a Cuſtom-Houſe-Officer, 

would of Courſe dedud that Surplus from the Sum to be paid, 
But their Mode of Reckoning is different from that "of other 
People. They inſiſted, that the Merchant ſhould receive the 


he ſhould pay the Whole of the Poſt-Entry with the additi - 
onal Duty: charging him in Fact 5 per Cent. upon what he 
C 


Application was made to the Board of Commiſũoners. But 
hen People are unwilling to be at the Trouble of dife 
| ; cuſſing 


Aſeciation of Merchants. 9 


But ſome diſſenting — on. Account of the 


Trouble, and Uncertainty of the Law, 
the aſſenting Part, gave it up, as it too 
often happens in ſimilar Caſes ; one or 
a few Individuals, not caring to take upon 
themſelves Trouble; of which they may 
perhaps reap very little — or, no Benefit. 


To remove, if poſſible, the Diſadvan- 
tages ariſing from the irregular Behaviour 
of the Officers; a Merchant, made an 
Entry, not long ago, — of a Caſk of Goods, 


— not rated, which being manufactured 


and imported from Holland, he declared as 
ſuch, ſwore to the Value, and gave it the 
Denomination of Dutch Manufactory. 
He gave ſtrict Orders, to the Company of 
Porters, who tranſact his Buſineſs at the 
5 — not to ſuffer the Caſk to be 


C ITT 


A 
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cuſſing an Argument, or wiſh to avoid it, one way eaſily 


gueſs the Fate of ſuch a Step, They did order, that the 
new, Duty ſhould, be charged upon all ſuch Poſt: Entties, 
Thus, ! what, is in Fact a Queſtion of f Right, \ was <= 


Soil 
by mere Authority. | 
P*1 | 41849 (4 4 3&4 0 


* Unrated Goods pay _ ad 3 upon ; Oath. 3 
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opened, until he, or ſome. of his Clerks, 
were Preſent. * 
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I The Merchant went to have his Goods 
weighed and examined; the Caſk and 
Weights, were in the Scales, Porters attend- 
ing; when the Officer, being told, that he 
ſhould not take away Samples, but that he 
had an undoubted Right, to examine the 
Goods, in the moſt accurate Manner, he 
thought proper, and to be moſt aſſured, that 
every Thing was according to the Entry, he 
flew in a great Paſſion, swoRe he would have 
Samples, and upon his being replied, he cer- 
tainly ſhould have none, he went away ; and 
being aſked by the Merchant the Reaſon of 
leaving his Work undone, he anſwered, 
that 3 it was, his WILL and PLEASURE. ET 


However, he went to the Land-Surveyors 
Office, to have their Orders; - ſoon after, 
the Merchant followed him, and they like- 
wiſe inſiſted upon having Samples. But after 
much Contention, and upon their being told; 
that their firſt Duty, was, to weigh the Goods, 
and Atera the nen Wolle ths Sam- 
* W ples, 
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ples, would bedetermined, accordinglythe 49 
delivering Officers, with the two Ship's Land- 
Waiters, 1 went to the Goods, and had them 
weighed; the Caſk was next opened at the 
Bung-Hole, and the Officers requeſted by 
the Merchant to do their Duty, but not to 
attempt — to take away any Sample, as 
the Merchant would reſiſt it; they ſubmit- 
ted at laſt, — and every one, and all four — 
examined with great Attention the Con- 
tents of it: When done; the Merchant 
aſked them ſeveral Times, and before a 
great Number of Witneſſes, ? Whether, 
the Goods, were, the King's, — theirs, — — 
or the Merchant's Property: and although 
the ſame Queſtions were over and over put 
to them, none would give an Anſwer, and 
went away. Upon which the Merchant 
ordered the Caſk to be done up, and 
left it in Charge to one of his Clerks, 
and of the Goldſmiths-Porters, who. haye 
the Care of his Buſineſs at the Water-ſide. 
Some While after, the ſaid Caſk was forci- 
bly taken away from them, and a Day or 
two afterwards, 't is to ſay, — when the 
Goods had been ſufficient Time in their 
a Cuſtody, 
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Cuſtoly;" to conſider" and reconſider," if it 
was worth While to ſeize them, they then 


determined upon n it LEGAL PLUx- 
DER, 


Ab Q4 


„verbat — is no aw, that ewt the 
Officers to take away Samples is un- 
doubted; ! ſince the Goods are, to all In- 
tents and Purpoſes, — the Merchant's Pro- 
perty, until the Officers determine it other- 
ways; and, I that they are to doit upon the 
Spot, appears to me as evident, and their 
taking them away — in the Manner afore- 
ſaid, although by Order of their Superiors, 


— might be conſtrued into M. prifion” -of 
| Ts 


SJ 


- thinks, I ſee the Cilltoin-Houſe-I.d- 
pers mile, and perhaps laugh, at what 
they may call, an odd Thought. But, let 
them look, into the Orders and Regula- 
tions, contained in the Act of 2d of Geo. I. 
0 Ke. - and tell me, if they will find, 


" wants wei may happen, that ſeveral Goods and 
- & Merchandizes may be imported, which are omitted to be 


Waere a 


—_ CO wore ——— —— Rr A. 


n « rated 
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that the Officers ſhall delay, to determine up- 
unn a Uſe the 

1 Goods 


« rated in Ks Book of Rates made in the twelfth Year of the 
«© Reign of King Charles the Second, or in the additional Book 
of Rates, or in ſome particular AQ of Parliament z in ſuch 
«« Caſe, the Value and Price of ſuch Goods and Merchan- 
„ dizes for the old Subſidy (other than of thoſe of India, 
« Perſia, or China) ſhall be aſcertained by the Oath or 
% Affirmation of the Merchant, in the Preſence of the Cuſ- 
«« tomer, Collector, Comptroller, and Surveyor, or any two 


« of them: and the better to prevent Frauds, and that all 


«©: Merchants may be upon an equal Foot in Trade, the Col- 
«- letor and Comptroller, or other proper Officers of the 
«© Cuſtoms, may open, view, and examine, ſuch Goods and 
* Merchandizes, paying, Duty ad Valorem, and compare the 
% ſame with the Value and Price thereof ſo born to, or affirmed ; 

« and if, upon ſuch View and Examination, it ſhall appear, 
that ſuch Goods or Merchandizes are not valued Ly ſuch 
„ Oath or Affirmation, — according to the true Value and 
„ Price thereof, according to the true Inteat and Meaning 
% hereof; that then, and in ſuch Caſe, the Importer and 
«« Proprietor — ſhall, on Demand made in Writing, by the 
«« Cuſtomer, or Collector and Comptroller of the Port, where 
% ſuch Goods — or Merchandizes are entered, deliver, or 
« .cauſe to be delivered, all ſuch Goods and Merchandizes 
into his Majeſty's Warchouſe at the Port of Importation, 
0 for the Uſe and Benefit of the Crown; and upon ſuch De- 
1% livery, the Cuſtomer and Collector of ſuch Port, with the 
«© Privity of the Comptroller, ſhall, out of any Money in 
„ the Hands of ſuch Cuſtomer or Collector, arifing — by 


„ Cuſtoms,. or other Duties belonging to the Crowu, pay to 


« ſuch Importer, n the Value of ſuch Goods 
| and 


my 


SR. RTE SR x: = i... 


— 
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Good##4Valorem; and that this Kind of Bu- 
fines ould be perfected without quitting 
the Goods, is clear, from their having two 
Officers, called the delivering Qficers, ap- 
pointed to the particular Purpoſe of exami- 
ning unrated Goods. — Thus, what the 
Officers could not do by Cunning, was done 
by" We | 

2 {The Spirit of our Cuſtom-EHouſe-Läws, 
as they now ſtand, ſeems to be: That, 
provided the Revenue is encreaſed, it mat- : 
ters very little, if the Merchant is injured.— — 
For, if he enters his Goods wrong, he muſt 


a ſuffer 


oc and Merchandizes ſo ſworn to, — or affirmed,” for the ſaid 
old Subſidy, as aforeſaid, togecher with an Addition of | 
ue Culfdms arid other Duties paid for ſuch Goods, and of 
«,Ten;Pounds per Centum to ſuch Value, taking a Reteipt 
for the {ame from ſuch Importer or Proprietor, in full Sa- 
«* thfatkion for the ſaid Goods, as if they had been regularly 
eld: and the reſpective Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms 


dk cadſe the ſaid: Goods to be fairly and publickly fold 
* the beſt Advantage 3 and out of the Produce thereof, 
«* the Money ſo paid, or advanced as aforeſaid, ſhall be re- 
«paid to ſuch Cuſtomer or Collector, with the Privity of the 
. "Cob ptroller, to be replaced to ſuch Funds from whence 
« the Game was borrowed, and the Overplus (if any) ſhall be 
10 paid into his Majeſty's Exchequer, towards the ſinking 
* Fund, by the Title of Unrated Goods imported, undervalued,” 
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ſuffer for it; nay, he is doomed to ſuffer 
in his Property through the Negligence.or 
1gnerance of the Officer. — A few TOO 
wil prove the Aſſertion. 055 


: Some Fenn ago, there was a regular Im- 
portation of rated Goods from Spain, in a 
Britiſh Veſſel, in the Weſt of England. 
The Collector, unacquainted with the Com- 
modity, would not permit it to be landed, 
though the Duties were tendered. — He 


would not paſs the Entry, until he received 


Orders from the Commiſſioners in London. 
An Anſwer, to admit the Goods to an En- 
try, could not be returned, till after ſome 
Holidays. 


A Veſſel, on-board of which the Goods 
might have been ſhipt, had a very ſhort. 
Paſſage to London. — That Opportunity 
Joſt, —they muſt be ſent by Land-Cartiage, 
at a great Expence. — Meanwhile, a Cargo 
of the ſame Article, came to London, directly 
from the Place of Exportation: 


the Pic; and there was a Loſs. "Yoon. l 


4 n 
w——_ TP. 


It reduced 


— — 
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in an Importer has been injured by the g- 
morance, or the Negligence of Cuſtom- 
n and even by both. mw 
4 nannt did wh Los — paſt 
Qutanie)-Hbec at Hamburgh. It ſeems, that 
both Cumin and Carraways, go in Germany 
by the ſame Appellation, and Carraway be- 
ing at Hand, was ſhipt for London. Invoice 
and Bill of Lading, mentioning the Goods 
to be Cumin, were entered as ſuch. — The 
Goods looked into - prove to be.— Carra-, 
way-Seed, — and — notwithſtanding, cleared 
by the Officer, upon the above-mentioned 
Euturtionary Principle, that the Revenue 
was, benefited, by it. — For the Duty on 
Cumin is 65. Sd. 2, and on Carramay, but 
QT OI e THAVPL 17.08 


91v9 35}? TC. © 


* Application, being made for Few fo to | 
the Commiſſioners, none .could be had, — T 


the Goods being out of their Poſſeſſion. 


a_ But 


— 
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* the Merchant, having been requeſted, by 
his Correſpondent in Hamburgh, — to ſend 


Him back the Goods, and to receive the 
Drawback; they could not be exported at 
all. — For, had it been attempted, — and be- 


ing in Fact, Carraway-Seed, — no Date 
could be given; and if under the Denomi- 
nation of Cumin, = they would have been 
— —as r enn 


There was no Alternative left, but to ex- 
port them, as out of Time, — and fo loſe the 
Drawback, — or to ſell them at a great Loſs, 
(as was the Caſe.) The Merchant ac- 
quainted his Correſpondent with all theſe 
Particulars, and received in Anſwer Letters 
big with Reproaches, Surmiſes, and Suf- 


picions; the Concluſion of which was the 


Loſs of a very valuable Correſpondent. 
Thas the Importer was injured in every poſ- 
ſible Shape by the Ignorance, or the Neglect 
of an Officer, — appointed to ey that 
Goods be properly oo tro 


\% | 
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But the laſt Inſtance, I am going to re- 
late, will ſhew in its moſt glaring Colours, 
the Negligence or Ignorance — or indeed 
both —— the » — 


* a 8 — in — . 


the ſame Merchant applied to another Houſe 
in Hamburgb, to ſhip a Parcel of it; which 
was accordingly done, and proved to be — 
as before— Carraway. — The ſaid Importer 
being Truſtee to an Eſtate, who had a Par- 
cel of Carraway-Seed, ſhipt in the ſame 
Veſſel, — entered both Parcels in one Entry 
under their reſpective Denominations. The 
Goods were landed at the ſame Time at the 
Cuſtom-Houſe- Key, the Heads of all the 
Caſks were taken off, — the Goods looked 
into, and cleared by the Landwaiters as a 
* ELF 


- That 


"% Ae ad oblong, convex on Abi lat and 
grooved ou the other, pointed at the two Ends, yellow, and 
of a fetid Smell, while Carraway-Seed is not half the Size of 
the aboye, browniſh, convex on one Side, concave on the 
other, * of a hoe aromatic Smell, | 


„ Sad brat 
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Phat tis Goods were all u — and a al 
e can be proved by many Wit 


neſſes, who ſaw the Caſks opened at the Key. 


— But, what is very remarkable, is, that one 


of the Landwaiters has ſerved his Time to a 


Grocer, — and hath not only acquired a perfect 
Knowledge of the Buſineſs, he was brought up 
to, — but bids fair to be a moſt hopeful, — 
ſerviceable Landwaiter ; for, in ſo doing, he 
meant, to increaſe the Revenue. He did ſo, 


but at his Coſt. For, the Merchant, con- 


ſeious of his owing the Duty, on Carraway 
only, and not on any Cumin, — has made 
his Poſt-Entry accordingly. 


No Complaint was made to the Board, : 
| becauſe no Redreſs was to be expected. The 


Redreſs, I mean, — was, that the Officer 
ought to be removed, — or at leaſt ſuſpended 
for a While; — upon this Principle, that, 


although he is bound, to ſee Juſtice done to 


the Crown, - he is, — atleaſt, not to do an 
Injury to the Merchant. Now in the pre- 


ſent Caſe, — the two Parcels of Goods being 
alike, — it was either all Cumin, — or all 


D 2 Carraway- 
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Carraway-Seed. If all Cumin; the Land- 
waiter ſuffered. the Revenue to be wronged, 
— ſince the Whole ought to have paid as 
ſuch. — If all Carraway, = the Merchant 
was evidently injured, in having Part of 
his Goods to be charged as Cumin ; while it 
was not. To have complained, would have 
appeared frivolous, and moſt aſſuredly un- 
precedented, and had there been an Appli- 
cation made to the Board, the Anſwer 
would have been: I Let the Merchant be at 
the Opening and Delivery of his Goods; — 
which is to ſay: It matters very little, if 
the Merchant is a Sufferer, provided the Re- 
venue is not. - ! But would it not be more 
juſt and equitable in ſuch Caſes, — to ſtop 
the Goods, and inform the Merchant, who 
is ſo liable to be deceived by falſe or erro- 
neous Invoices, or otherways, that he might 


5 r his Barn. 


She Officers will 2 n vou 
a 5 have a Bill of Sight, No, not always ; ; 
and a Bill of Sight is granted — only in 
particular Caſes, — and upon the Importer's 
Rp MINA that hey is not ſufficiently ac- 
- | quainted | 
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quainted with the Quantity, Weight, and 
Quality of the Goods intended to be en- 
tered; which Oath he cannot take in many 
| Caſes, having by him Invoices and Letters 
of Advice, which may be erroneous. Be- 
ſides that, — Petitions for a Bill of Sight are 
always referred to the Water-$ide-Officers, 
— who will object to it, and prevent their 
being granted, if they can, inaſmuch as the 
Merchant may be thereby the better ac- 
quainted with the Nature of his Goods, - — 
They occaſion Extra- Charges, — and are 
never granted but upon a Depoſit of the 
higheſt Nuty. that the Goods may be 
liable to. 


ä But if Officers are culpable in being ig- 
norant, and thereby not apt to fill properly 


their 


"wy Among the Inſtructions relating to the Office we Duty 
of a Collector of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms, there is the following: 


% Art. 9. He muſt grant no Bill of Sight or Sufferance for 
** the Landing of any Merchandizes, but only to ſuch Per- 
„ ſons,” who ſhall make Oath before him, that they have 
„ neither Invoice, Letter, or other Advice, whereby to 
„ make known the true Contents of ſuch Goods, for which 

„ they defite ſuch Bill of Sight or Sufferance;” See Page 
21 of the Compleat Practice of the Ccurt Excbeguer. 
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as; Plies n 
who craftily and villainouſly will induce the 
Merchant into an Error, with a manifeſt 
Intention, — o plunder bim. — The follow- 
ing ſhort Narrative will conyince my Readers 
of the fraudulent Rapacity of ſome of the 
Cuſtom-Houſe-O fficers. 


4 Merchant was uſed ſome Years ago — 
to export Paſte- boards, which it was pre- 
tended, were of Uſe in the Woollen-Manu- 
factory. — He had exported ſeveral openly, 
by Virtue of a Cocket, properly endorſed ; 
when an Officer = thought proper, — wr 
ter his Mind, — ſtopt a Parcel of it, and 
had it conveyed into his Majeſty's. Ware- 
houſe. The Merchant ſent one of his 


Clerks, to, expoſtulate with the Officer, 


who, - — 1t ſeems, — out of Regard for his 


Maſter, — as he ſaid, — and upon farther 
Conſiderations, not only deſiſted from the 


Seizure, = but told the Clerk, he might ; 


ſhip. his Goods. — Yet, =, !they were no 
ſooner 1 in the Boat, than the Officer ſaid; 
he! had altered his Mind, — and muſt have 


the Goods landed and ſeized. The Mer- 


chant 
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chant petitioned the Board, laid before 
prog the treacherous Villainy of the Offi- 

The Anfwer was: that he might have 
his Goods upon ſatisfying the Officer. 
Thirty Guineas was the Officer's Demand 
for a Parcel of Goods, that did not coft 
501. Upon this exorbitant Demand a freſh 
Petition was ſent to the Board, — to which 
the uſual Anſwer, in granting ſuch Favours: 
— Let the Officer be ſatisfied ; with which 
the Merchant was forced to comply, and 
_ accordingly gave him Thirty Guineas, 


The nefarious Behaviour of the Officer 
needs not to be expatiated upon; it was 
were than a 4: Saha gti | 


The Highwayman, — urged ſometimes 

by dire Neceſſity, — hazards his Life in the 
very Inſtant, he perpetrates the Deed, and 
afterwards alſo, — while the crafty Villain, 
of an Officer planders his Fellow-Subject, 
and enjoys in a calm Repoſe the Fruits of : 
his Guile, — and perhaps the Approbation | 
of his Superiors. — Yet to do Juſtice to the 


Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, - — it muſt 
KK * 71 | | wy "be 
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be agreed, — that they are not to look into 
the Morality, or Immorality of their Offi- 
cer's Behaviour. It would be too arduous . 
a Taſk, far exceeding the Limits of their 
Powers, — and that they are to judge prima 
Facie. — | But — then — Have they not a 


Power to mitigate the exorbitant Demands 
of the Seizers. — Yes, they have. But — 
then again — a Regard for an Dona: 
active Officer - - - - -: -: -, | 


| Many People will aſk : ?How it came 


to paſs, —- that the Officer did not at once 


make a Seizure of the Goods, or keep them, 


when he had them in his Poſſeſſion.— It 


ſeems, that Goods muſt be off the Keys, 
that is to ſay, ſhipt, - in Order to prove 
the Shipper's Intention of ſhipping or ex- 
porting contrary to Law. 


Others will ſay: * that it was very wrong 
in the Merchant, to comply with ſuch an 
exorbitant Demand, as above related. = He 


himſelf confeſſes it; — but ſays : — he had 


not been long in Buſineſs, — was unexpe- 
rienced, and knew. no better. — 


That 


rr Nan mn pe OY 
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That crafty Officer was but young In Bu- 
ſineſs, = and, upon a pretty well grounded 
Preſumption, that this was his Co 4 Esa 
ſch, — and admitting the Truth of that 
Latin Adage, founded upon the Progreſſion 
of Depravity in human Nature, that, Neno 
fit repente turpiſimus; — | what a profi- 
cient — ! what an excellent Cuſtom-Houſe: | 
Officer, * 


Thus the unwary falls a victim to their 
Guiles, nor is there any Redreſs to be ex- 
pected, as long as Things remain upon the 
preſent Footing. — For it has been ob- 
ſerved, — that, whenever an Officer Has 
been ſucceſsful in making a Seizure, he 
ever after grows thirſty after freſh Plun- 
der. — | Ravenous Beaſt of Prey like, that 
for ever pant after human Gore, — when 
once they have brad their Jaws 1 in it. * 


But, what will People hte, when ' 
they know, — that ſome of the Clerks i 
aun a yak 4 7/0 


. X ' | | 238577 
* Natural ſts obferve; that carnivorous Animals grow fiercer; 
after chey have fed upon human Fleſh: 1 Hence the Car- 
nage done. by the great Beaſt in the Cewennes, ſome Years ago. 
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the Long Room, — thoſe very People, — 

that every Merchant i is induced, to think, he 

can apply to, — to be informed of the Man- 

ner of paſſing his Entries, have a Wein 

alſo, — to ſeize his Goods. — This is 

Particular, which few Merchants are ac- 

quainted with, — and fills one Mind, 

with Dreads and Apprehenſions, — when 

informed of it. — ! They may inadvertently, 

willfully, or maliciouſly, lead you into an 

Error, and reap the Advantage reſulting 

from it. That ſuch Inſtances have hap- 

pened, is known ; — yet, it muſt be con- 

feſſed, that they are but very rare, and in f 
general the Clerks in the Long-Room are 
in their Way of thinking far above the Wa- 6 


ter-Side Officers, who moſtly live upon Pro- 4 
ſecution.” f 

ſ 
| Yet, Merchants wilt, and do frequently 
apply to them, — to know, ; in what Man- 8 
ner ſuch and ſuch Goods are to be entered? ti 
and will frequently alk them Queſtions Toy, v 
lating thereto, HT 


A Mer- 


on : 
x . ern 


* They are - with no leſs Humour than Truth, diled by the 
common People about the Keys: LaND-PIAATESͤ. 
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"2A Merchant applied to "the Sollicitor's- 
Office, ſome Vears ſince, to know, if there 
was any Danger of Seizure in importing a 
certain Commodity, from a certain Place, — 
and under ſuch — and ſuch Circumſtances ; 
he being not willing, either to run any Riſk 
of that Kind, or, to act contrary to Law, 
with which he was not ſufficiently acquaint- 
ed, and came to'them for Advice. — The 
Anſwer was, they knew not, — they could 
not tell. — Yet the Merchant being a little 
more preſſing, and begging the Favour of 
a direct Anſwer, that he might ſteer clear 
of Imputations — and of Danger, — re- 
ceived this moſt inſtructive and pertinent 
Anſwer, given out with a Sneer:: You'd 
better try and then you'll know. — It will be 
ſaid : The Merchant is to know the Laws. 
— Much were it to be wiſhed, that this 
Study, or the bare Knowledge, of thoſe rela- 
ting to Trade only were not interfering, 
with his other moſt material Occupations, - 
or of ſuch an eaſy Acquirement, as that he 
could underſtand them, at leaſt ſufficiently, 


ſo as not to fall into any material Error. 
E 2 But 
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But it is tranily to be expected, and in 
Fact, it is otherways; ſuch Knowledge 
being much more obtained by the Mer- 
chant, from the Length of Time, and his 
own Experience; . en e 
the Law. ae) $M 


All this, evinces the e gue 
PuBLIic OFFict, {et up in the Cuſtom-Houſe 
by Authority, would be of; where the Mer- 
chant might, by paying a Fee, — — have an 
Anſwer in Writing to his Queries. That 
would prevent his falling into Errors, and 
that ſuch Anſwers might be under ſuch Re- 
gulations and Forms, ſo as to prevent their 
being ſurreptitiouſſy . W eaſily 
ah done. 


111 18 s little ede by the Lords of 
| the en how ec theſe Vexa- 
tions, 


'C Beſides that Revenue - Acts, as well as others are very of- 
ten intermixed in the Body of Statutes relating to other 
Matters, the which is done for Expedition's Sake, or for 
ſaying Charges, | Let the Cauſe be, what it will, it is 
much to be wifhed, that every Act would relate, as far as. 
PraRicable, but to one fingle Object,. — | they would be 
much clearer, = 
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tions, and hard n are hurtful to 
the Revenue, 


The Merchant is always in Dread of ſome 
Error, by which his property is transferred 
into the Hands of People, who are, — as it 
ſeems, appointed to prey upon him, = grows 
timorous, flackens his Operations, = or 
confines them to Speculations at Home, or 
turns his Thoughts upon the Importation 
of free Goods, whereby the Revenue re- 

ceives no immediate Benefit; while many 
Others, hurt by the Seizure of their Goods, 
— fatigued and harraſſed in the Proſecution 
of a Suit in the Court of Exchequer, vexed 
by the Loſs of their Property, — and exaſ- 
perated at the additional Charges of the 
Law; execrating the Revenue and its Of- 
ficers ; — betake themſelves to an illicit 
Trade, wherein the Odds 'are much more 
in their Favour, and the Profits greater 
than by a regular Importation, — ! To what 
Pitch this contraband Trade is carried on, 
is hardly to be credited ; and, that moſt of 
its Followers have been driven into it, is 


pretty 
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pretty clear from Conviction, — from 


4 


the following Enquiries. reo N cl 


Curioſity as well, as a Deſire of "ou 
perſonally acquainted with my Correſpon- 
dents bend the Continent, , have induced 


„ I. 


Holland. The '8ca-Ports, of thoſe Coun⸗ 
tries ſwarm with Smugglers, from Boulogne 
up to Fluſbing. It is no Diſcredit there, to 
carry on ſuch a Trade, but much leſs ſo at 
Dunkirk, which i is a free Port, and where 
the moſt opulent Houſes, and many ſuch 
there are, carry on the ſmuggling Trade 
freely, — and openly, — and that without 
"I Reflection or Diſgrace. — Far from 
and it muſt be ſaid in their F. avour, tif 
20 Thing can ever be ſaid with Propriety, 
where the Laws are ſet at Defiance, — that, 
while they ſend prohibited or uncuſtomed | 
Goods to Great-Britain, _ they on the o- 
ther Hand pour our own, in the ſame Man- 
ner into France. — It may be faid of the 
Dunkirk Merchants, in Reſpect to this 
Kind of Buſineſs, that they are _Ambis 


dexters. 


In 
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In many of thoſe Places I entered into 
Converſation with ſeveral Engliſhmen, — 
carrying on an illicit Trade, to the Preju- 
dice of the fair Dealer. When remon- 
ſtrating to them the Injury, they did to 
Numbers of their own Countrymen, and 
that Kind of Exile, they lived in, — they 
laughed at me, — told me: They look up- 
on themſelves as in a State of Warfare with 
the Revenue: — That the Vexations and 
the hard Uſage from the Managers of our 
Cuſtoms had forced them into that Kind of 
Buſineſs, — from which they reaped more 
Profit than they ever did otherways. — I'II 
allow, that there are other Cauſes, equally 
as powerful to induce People, to follow. 
that deſtructive Trade, — namely the Exciſe 
and high Duties upon ſome Goods. — But. 
as the abovementioned have the ſame Ten- 
dency, it is certainly much to be wiſhed, — 
that ſuch Inducement may be removed, the 
which may be obtained by milder and more 
equitable Revenue-Laws. — 


BuT 
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Bor of 1 the Cuſtom- Flouſe Reyenue- 
Laws now exiſting, - there is no Part, that 


is ſo dubious and of which the Officers de- 8 


rive ſo much Advantage, as that relating to. 
Drugs in general, and, of their being of the 
Growth, or not of the Growth; — and, if 


poris, with which the . ever armed 
their A e e 2 


"x 


— — 
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as ariſing — from Vegetables, — Animals, — 

or Minerals, — and are either natural — or 
artificial. = The Word: of the Growth — 
will be underſtood by every one, the Place, 


where ſuch Goods are uſually found, and 
do actually grow. But it is alſo known, 


that Drugs are manufactured or manipula- 


ted into Rr Shapes, = - whereby 
„ 1511 % they 


2 % See Note * and its Reference, 


from France, or any of the French Domi- 
nions, they are ſtill liable to higher Duties, 
than the treble Duty. Beſides the Onur 
prubundi in the Importer or Claimer of 
Goods. Theſe are the moſt terrific Wea- 


e E 
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they become the undoubted MANUFACTURE 

of the Place, where they undergo the Pro- 

ceſſes of Art. — Yet the Word Maniftc- 

ture, ſo far as it is an Adjun@tto the Word 

Drug, is not at all mentioned in the Arti- 
cle: = Duty on Drugs. 


It ſeems, the Legiſlature left it out, as 
if the Merchants were, through ſuch a Ne- 
glect, to be the more expoſed to the Conſe- 
quences of the Dictates of the Cuſtom- 
Houſe-Commiſſioners, — and the Vexations 
and Rapaciouſneſs of their Officers; and 
the laſt have in F act, reaped by far, the 
greateſt Benefit from ſach an Overſight or 
Omiſſion, than from any other PA. 
Act of Parliament. 


For, you are not allowed, to enter Drugs 
manufactured, as of the Manufacture of 
the Places, where they are manufactured. 
The Word Manufacture in Relation to 
Drugs, - is left out of the Cuſtom-Houſe- 
Vocabulary. If you petition the Board, 
and tell them, — that you can aver, where 
the Drugs were manufactured, but are to- 

FC tally 


* 


34 de Neceſſity of an 
pa ignorant, what was the Growth of the 
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an 1 ORACU LAR Anfwer; : !Let the Merchant 
enter his Goods according to Practice. — The 
Practice may be erroneous, and make the 
Goods liable to a Seizure. — 180 much the 
better for our Officers. 


Therefore, you are e to enter 
them of the Growth; or not of the Growth. 
Let us ſee the Conſequences, that may, and 
ſometimes do attend ſuch an Expreflion. 


Mercury or Quickſilver is a Metal, that 
is found in ſome Part of Germany,— in I/rra, 
in Old and New Spain, and, in China. — 
Suppoſe,” the Merchant — imports it from 
Holland, — ? can he fay with unerring Truth, 
— that it is of the Growth. This Commo- 
dity, from whatever Part of the World it 
comes, is exactly alike; it is a Fluid, the 
conſiſtent Parts of which, are perfectly 
homogeneous, — and it is utterly impoſſible 

for the moſt experienced Mineraliſt, and 

nn 1. a the 


1 | Our Cuſtom-Houſe-Officers are not anlike Partifans : — 


their 70 ſmall, — but wy make it up by Contribotlohs; 
Sr. 
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the moſt ſedulous Chymiſt, to find out any 
the moſt minute Difference, in two or more 
Parcels of different Growths; yet if from 
any Doubt, or other Motives the Officer 
ſeizes the Goods, — you may have them; 
provided, l you acquit yourſelf properly of 
the Onus Oe 


4 If next we come, to its Preparations, — 
which from the many Tortures, this Metal 
undergoes, are very numerous, ? can we 
ſay, with any Propriety of Language, that 
they are of the Growth. Shall we ſay, that 
Mercury precipitate, — or ſublimate, - that 
Vermilion, prepared in Holland, wherefrom 
we import, eſpecially of this laſt Arti- 
cle, almoſt all that is conſumed in the 
Land: — ? Shall we ſay, that it is of the 
Growth of Holland, where none does grow; 
while it is ſimply of the Manufacture of 
that Country. —— If by Greawth is meant, 
what every one will underſtand as the ob- 
vious Acceptation of the Word, — the na- 
TURAL PRODUCE; — a Manufacture 1s not 
the natural, but the artificial Produce of that 
Country, where the Goods are manufac- 

F 2 tured, 
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tured, and ought, = conſiſtent with Reaſon, 
and the true Spirit of the Law, to be __ 
mitted; upon the ſingle Duty, 


Vet, Olof Mace, extraſted in Holland, 
16 not allowed, to be imported upon 
the ſin gle Duty, while Vermilion is. 
7 Whence ſuch a Difference, upon the Im- 
portation of Commodities under the ſame 
Circumſtance, For it is equally. known, 
that there are not in Holland, any Mines of 
Quickſilver, any more, than Nutmegs grow- 
ing in their Gardens, and notwithſtand- 
ing, Vermilion, is daily imported upon the 
ſingle — and, Oil, Mace never otherways, 
N Than. 0 the treble . | 
5 1. you peel or argue with the Of- 
ficers, they will tell you: Sure, you don't 
0 complain, that Vermilion is admitted, up- 
on ſingle Duty.— — Self-intereſt will ſilence 
the Importer, — But, — will he ſay: ? why 
do you charge treble Duty upon the Oil 
: 2 Mie. Here the Wiſemen in the Cuſ- 
; m-Houſe wilt anſwer: That, that Oil 
Was extracted from Mace, - — that! is of the 


Growth 
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Growth of the Eaft- Indies, and conſequently 
liable to the treble va; not being of the 
Growth, — _ 


To- carry on the Argument with the 
Cuſtom- Houſe-Officers, to apply to the- 
Bench, to. petition the Board, and to have 
it referred to the Sollicitor: would be as 
much in vain, — as it would be imperti- 

nent, to point to my Readers, the Abſur- 
dity of their Proceedings. The conſtant 
Reſult of which is, as in almoſt every other 
Caſe, that 8 W En- 
tries as directed. 


Ihave 


m Many more Preparations are under ſimilar Circumftances 
with the above, I will mention two more, viz. the Oi of 
Almond, — and Mithridate of. Venice, — The Fruit, from 
which the firſt is extracted, grows in all the mild Regions 
of the Globe; and, as to the laſt, it is a Compound, made 
from Ingredients, collected from the four Quarters. of the 


Globe, How will it be poſſible, to enter the firſt, with any. 


Certainty, that it is of the Growth of the Place, it is im- 
ported from; — and, as to the laſt, it is not poſſible to enter 


it as of the Growth from any Part of the World whatever, 


A Merchant did petition the Board not long ago upon 


theſe two Articles, but neither the 'krowzrg Sollieitor, —- 
the /ub//e Bench- Officers, — nor the /edulqys Commiſſion- 
ers, notwithſtanding their jcint Efforts, could or would re- 


ſolve the Problem, 2 the Zuery remains as eig mi,, as 
it erer Was. 
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have late that che Word Manufafture, is is. 
4 A, be found, i in the Cuſtom-Houſe- Vo- i 
cabulary : — But this is to be underſtood in 
a. limited Senſe, or, when applicable, to 
Drugs only. For it is by them, pretty well 
underſtood, in Caſes of general Importation, 
and in the Senſe, it is made Uſe of, in the 
Act entitled: An A#. for the encouraging. 
and encregſing of Shipping and Navigation : 
better known by, the Navigation-A&t ; — 
of the lath of Charles II. Chap. 18. f. 4. 

« And it is further enacted, by the Au- 
% thority aforeſaid, that no Goods or Com- 
modities, that are of foreign Growth, Pro- 
ce duction. or MaxnurAacTuRE,: and which 
are to be brought into England, — Tre- 
* land, Wales, the Iſlands of Guernſey and 
* Jerſey, or Town of Berwick upon Tweed, 
in Engliſb built Shipping, or other Ship- 
eee ping belonging to ſome of the aforeſaid 
<<. Places,” and navigated by Engliſh Mari- 
<< -ners,” as aforeſaid, -ſhall be ſhipped or 
brought from any other Place or Places, 
Country or Countries, but only from 
ce thſe of the faid Growth, Production, or 
8 Manufacture, or from thoſe * where 
de; 


A eci ation of Merchants. 39 


te the ſaid Goods and Commodities can on- 
t ly, or are, or uſually have been, firſt ſhip- 
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ped for Tranſportation, and from none 


other Places or Countries; under tlie 


Penalty of the Forfeiture of all ſuch of 
the aforeſaid Goods as ſhall be imported 


from any other Place or Country con- 


trary to the true Intent and Meaning 


hereof, as alſo of the Ship, in which they 
were imported, with all her Guns, Fur- 


niture, Ammunition, Tackle and Ap- 
parel; one Moiety to his Majeſty, his 
Heirs and Succeſſors, and the other Mo- 
iety to him or them that ſhall ſeize, in- 
form or ſue for the ſame in any Court 
of Record, to be recovered as is before 
expreſt.” 


It is very remarkable, that the above- 


mentioned Act was enacted in the ſame 


Seſſion, as that for ſettling the Rates of 


Merchandiſes, and that, the Word Manu- 
facture is never made Uſe of — in the Rates 
of Drugs, nor in the Rules, Orders, Di- 


rections and Allowances, and Advancement 


& E mA re * the Mer- 


| 4. chants, 
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chants, &c. containtd.in the ſaid Act, and. 
that there is the ſame Omiffion in the Ratet 


of Drugs in a ſubſtquent act of + Ges. 5 


Cup. 7. better known by N 
anten Book of Rates. 


"Y any Miakons can be given for lack 0 


er ng it mult be, that theſe Acts were 


in all Probability compiled with the A. 
ance and Advice of Cuftom-Houſe- Officers | 


ONLY, or that Merchants were little or not 
at all conſulted upon. it. — ! Be what it 


will, — People would be apt to think, that 
if clearly underſtood in one Senſe, they | 


might alſo be underſtood in another, — eſ- 
pecially where there is a Neceſſity for it, or 
where the greateſt Analogy requires it. — 
Yet it happens otherways, and the Im- 
porter is deceived, or, induced into Errors. 

— Thus French Wines and French Brandies 


Great-Britain, and in every one's Appre- 


henſions, who knows, that Dunkirk is Part 
of France, according to the true Intent and 


Meaning, nay according to the Letter of 
the Law, — ee to 1 Act of Navi- 


gation, 


have been imported from Dunkirk inte 


«ds 
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gation, — and nevertheleſs — — the Brandies 
admitted to an Entry, — and the French 
Wines ſeized and condemned in the Court 
of Exchequer. — ? Upon what Ground, — 
will many a one exclaim. The Cuſtom- 
Houſe-Officer will, — out of his geogra- 
phical Knowledge, — tell you, that you are 
to know, that Dunkirk is Part of Flanders, 
— and that the Importation is in dire& Op- 
poſition to the Act of Navigation. — But, 
— 1 the Brandies ——— Here, I muſt 
ſay, I never could get an Information 
? why, or wherefore; — and muſt confeſs, 
to be, n ignorant, of the Grounds, they 


8⁰ upon. — 


All, I know in Regard to French: Brand 
dies, f is, that: When at War, or in open 
Hoſtilities with France, — they uſually are, 
— as they are at this Juncture, — imported . 
from Holland, — namely from Fluſbing,.—.. 
and I may venture to ſay, — that, if they 
were imported from Amſterdam, the Officers 

G A; 


o Our Cuſtom-Houſe is, a Labyrinth of Non-Seuſe and 


Abſurdities; there is no Clue, by the Help of which yps! 
can expect to walk fafe through it; and in many Caſes, you 
maſt inevitably periſh, 
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would give you ſome Trouble, and ſtop 
your Entry. — But if from Embdin, Bre- 
men, or Hamburgh, they would be ſeized and 
condemned. 


Thus, as it beſt anſwers the Purpoſe of 
either, or both, — the Revenue, and Offi- 
cers, Dunkirk is Part of France, or Flan- 
ders.” 


Happy 1s it for the Merchants of Great- 
Britain, * — that they have no Trade with 


Roufjillon.” Elſe it would anſwer the ſame 


Ends. a 


Before I quit this intricate Subject, — 
I would for Inſtruction-Sake, — aſk 
the Cuſtom-Houſe-Lawyers, whom I ap- 

F prehend, 


. Þ The Madeira Iſlands fland alſo under the ſame Predica- 
ment with our Cuſtom- Houſe-Geographers. They belong, 
as beſt ſuits, either to Africa, — or Europe. — Upon which 
Subject I beg Leave to refer them to Tom 7. humtb*s Travels. 


=) The Trade in Ireland is not ſubject to the ſame Laws in 
Regard to Importations. — There is no Diſtinction between 
French and other Goods, | 


15 T1698 1673 


2 Reufilln- was ceded to 2 in 16 3 1. but not alienated 


de the Monarchy of Spain. 
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prehend, to be verſed in that Part of Ge- 
ography, which relates to the Knowledge 
of Maps. — ? What is meant by France, and 
French Dominions ; — for there are Duties 
laid on Drugs accordingly. * 


— n — * A 
g _—_— = —_ - 2323 
- 
— - 
: : * WE ; . 
- 82 ” = == 
4 — . * £ - 
1 þ 
— — a — 
= — — — : : — 
—— ** 
— — 4 © — 


— — 


— 
— — ae — 
— — — — -— — 
RS —Y — — — , 
— cc. - "+ — 7 N 4 * 
— Y 
— — ————_—_ 


| That a proper Diſtinction 1s requiſite, — 


every one will admit; — yet we are in the | | 6 
Dark, in Regard to that Subject. — For if — ; 
the Importer's Notions of France or the 5 


French Dominions, do not agree with thoſe 
of Cuſtom-Houſe- Officers, he will have 
his Goods ſeized. — Furthermore, ? in what | 
geographical Predicament 1s to ſtand the = cl | 
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County of Avignon. |! This is not a mere 4 
ſpeculative Query. That County 1s ſur- ; 
f 


rounded by the Territories of France, and 1 
is as much, Part of the Pope 8 Dominions, | 
as any, he is poſſeſſed of in Taly. — 


r 
= — ” 
— ed 


G 2 Among 
ee a Note, and the End of the Duties on Drugs, in 
BALDwIix's Book of Rates, Fo. 25, where this Diſlinction is Þ 
made: DrpGs imported from FRANCE, as from the Place li 
4 of their Growth.” „Duos imported from any FRENCH | 
* Dowinions, ( except France, ) as from the Place of their | 
„ Growth." | | 
© The County of Avignon, although ſurrounded by French ' 
Territories, ls ao more Part of France, — than that Part of = 
"Kent, mw | 
' 
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Ps -\ þ 14}. 4 p54 ry overt is; 
Among its Productions, there is one, 
which takes its Name, from the City and 
County of Avignon, and, frequently imported 
into theſe Kingdoms. Vet to enter it, — 
as of the Growth, and not French, would 
moſt undoubtedly make it liable to a Sei- 
zure; and it hath never been known to be 
admitted to an Entry; but upon the Pay- 
ment of the high French Duty. ++» 


Cantharides, better known by the Name 
of Spaniſh Flies, is a winged Inſect, — of 
great Conſumption for topical Remedies. 
It is chiefly found in Taly, and alſo in 
the ſouthern Parts of France, — and it 
is ſtrictly true, that it may be hatched in 


France, and gathered in [taly, and vice verſa. 


Thus if a Merchant gives an Order to Nice, 
for that Commodity, he cannot, with any 


Certainty, enter them as French, or, not 


French. They may be either, or what is 
molt likely, a Mixture of both. — ? What 
ls 


Kent, which lies in Eher, — or that of Herefordfaire, which 
is incloſed in Brecknockfhire, are Part of the Counties, they 


lie in. — See the Maps of thoſe reſpeQiye Counties, upon a 
Jarge Scale, Ts 
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is he to do. Here is Scylla and Cba- 1 
gyudis. Ho ſhall he ſteer clear of either. 11 
{Much to be pitied Importer- 1 Had he Fl 
left at leaſt Hob/on's Choice. ! No; I nor 4 
even that. Perhaps he will meet with a better 
Succeſs in an Importation of Kid-Skins in 
the Hair from Bayonne. |! Still worſe ; for 
although the Birth-Place of the Kids be 
equally as doubtful, — as that of the Can- 
tharides, and that theſe, may as well be 
caught, fluttering either Side of the Yar," as 
well as the Kids ſkipping backwards and for- 
wards over the River Bidaſſa :” Let the 
Skins be flayed in Spain, ſent up for a Mar- 
ket to Bayonne, and from thence, back into 
Spain, at St. Sebaſtian or Bilboa; — the Im- 
porter muſt declare his Goods to be French, 
or he will have them ſeized — and con- 
demned. ; 


It muſt be faid, — that it is ſeldom, — 
that an Entry of Cantharides is ſtopt, — on 
Account of their not being of the Growth. 

| | Yet 


4 A River, that divides /aly from France, 


A very ſhallow River, betwixt France and San. 


„ m, Neo ef 
vet if the Officer pleaſes, he may: and it 
would be next to an Impoſſibility in the 


Importer, to bring Proofs of their Growth, 


— to the Satisfaction of Jurymen, who are 


ſworn, to give their Verdict according to 


Evidence. — 


The fame Motives, that have hitherto 


actuated the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, 


and their Officers in Regard to Cantha- 
rides, — ought to have influenced their 


Opinion, in Reſpect to Kid-Skins in the 


Hair, under the abovementioned Circum- 


ſtances ; — and although many a Parcel of 


theſe laſt, have been condemned in the Ex- 
chequer as French, and that, upon the Evi- 


dence, of ignorant or ſelf-intereſted People, 


— little mindful of the Sacredneſs of an 
Oath ; = yet it is equally true, = that Kid- 
Skins, — imported from ſuch a Place, as 
Bayonne, by the Way of Spain, — ought to 
be admitted to an Entry as Spaniſh Skins, 


— and this not only from a Parity of Cir 
cumſtances with the Cantharides from 
Nice; = - but, becauſe their Growth is with a 
Sener Deal more of Certainty, of Spain,— and 
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I have it from undoubted Authority, Go 
that few Goats and Kids are reared in 
Bearn, and a great Number in Biſcay _ 
where, they are the Food of all People. And 


it is cuſtomary, for the Spaniſh Fellmon- 


gers, to enter into Contracts for thoſe Kid- 
Skins, with the Merchants at Bayonne, where, 
they are accordingly ſent, and after being 
ſorted and baled up, thoſe, that are intended 
for the Britiſh Markets, are uſually ſent to 
Bilboa, from whence we receive them, —— 
? Can it be ſaid with Truth, that Kid-Skins, 
under ſuch Predicament, are of the Growth 
of France. — 


The Officers will ſay with their uſual 
Chicanery ; that, having been purchaſed in 


France, and your Invoice being dated from 


that Place, they are deemed, French Goods. 


— If ſuch an Argument iis to pafs, — it cer- 


tainly may be ſaid with equal Propriety, 
that Kid-Skins in the Hair, of French 
Groth, but bought up in, — and invoiced 


from Spain, — are to be deemed por 


Goods. 
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All this, ſhews, ihe 9 Uncertainty of 
Trials, the Fallacy of Verdicts, when either 
the Want of proper Information, or Prepoſ- 
ſeſſion, operate on the Minds of both Jud- 
ges and Juries. They are to judge according 
to Evidence, which in many Caſes is mere 
Appearance; and yet the Merchant's Pro- 
perry, is ſtaked, againſt no Property at all, on 
the ſeizing Officer's Side. — All the Odds 
are in this laſts Favour. — Therefore no 
Wonder, if, ſo many Proſecutions, are car- 
ried on, and yet innumerable Seizures ſuf- 
fered to be made, from the Dread of a Suit 
in the Exchequer,*” 


* 


Before 


* The King pays no Colt, for going to Trial. 1 Salt. 193. 


„In other Cauſes, the Coſts move with the Verdict, 
dut in theſe, a Defendant, however innocent and free- 
„ from Guilt, muſt reſt contented with his own ; - and as the 
4 Fees of eminent Council are of late much enhanced, added 
« to other concomitant Expences, an Acquittal becomes a. 
% heavy Fine, while the Solicitors of the Cuſtoms and Exciſe, 
% charging the Amount of their Bills to the Crown, are ſti- 
% mulated, by Motives of Intereſt, to proceed, and let the 
6 Iſſue of the Cauſe be what it may, from ſelf-evident Prin- 
* * ciples, they muſt be Gainers by the Event.” See Thoughts 

on the Extenſion of Penal Law:. P. 10. 
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| 3 
Before I quit this Subject, I cannot help 
mentioning a late Suit in the Exchequer. 


A Merchant imported ſome Oftrich- 
Feathers, prepared, dyed and dreſſed in 
France, and paid the French Duty. — Yet, 
they were ſeized. — It was with much 
ado, that the Officer was caſt, as if there 
could be any Doubt, but that they were to 
all Intents and Purpoſes French Goods. 


Theſe few Inſtances, — which we meet 
with alike, m many more Articles, — are 
| ſafficient to ſhew, the many Hardſhips and 
Vexations, the Merchant, 1s expoſed to, and 
the great Power, the Revenue, and its Of- 
ficers have over him. 


To ſhew the Cauſes, from whence ſo 
much Miſchief originates, and to point 
out ſome Remedies, is what, will be next 
attempted. 


HH 


0 
: 
* 
3. 
8 
* 
o 
- 
E 
3 
% 
* 
if 
8 
7 
+ 
"> 
* : 
* 
93 
314 
5 1 
1 
1 
94 
1 
* 
x 


Aw 


Cl 
- 
- 


— 1 


br 


(31 ) 
D NN NN NN N N —__—_— ____ 
- ht WY 


NECESSITY and EXPEDIENCY 


OF AN 


Aſſociation of Merchants, Sc. 


PART I. 


AWS are to be held in Veneration; 
every Subject is to ſubmit with 
Chearfulneſs, to their Dictates, and obey 
their Mandates, with Alacrity. But when 
in Danger, from their Ambiguity; liable to 
fall into Error, from Want of Clearneſs; 
hurt, by their Tendency; oppreſſed, by their 
Rigour; or manifeſtly aggrieved, by their 
MixIST ERS; then it is, that the injured Part 
of the Community, is to ſtand forth, and 
ſeek for ſuch Remedies, as the Nature of 
the Caſe requires. 


8 SOME 
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ee may be obtained by Petition-to the 
Houſe of Commons, and by proper Me- 
morials to the Treafury, Others we have 


within ourſelves, 


Tuosk we are to apply for, to the Legiſ- 
lature, — claim firſt our Attention, and I 
apprehend to be, a Repeal of ſuch Acts, as 
are fraught with an Exceſs of banter, 
namely, that concerning the colouring of 
Aliens Goods, — and — the Removal of 
Wines, into the Limits of the Port of Lon- 
den, or within twenty Miles of the ney 


| Exchange. 


An Auendhsdt of the Navigation-Act, 
or its Rigours abated, at leaſt fo far as 


to exonerate the Claimer of the Onus pro- 


bandi, except m particular Caſes, and — 
where Proofs can be had. © 


To have a new Act relating to the Im- 


5 portation of Drugs, with a y ren 
of their Growth. : | 


An 
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An Alteration in the Practice of the 
Court of Exchequer, in condemning Goods 


wrong entered. 


And laſtly an Abolition of Cuſtom-H ouſe- 
Holidays. 


 Tross we are to apply for to the Trea- 
fury, are, as I apprehend : 


The Creation of two Offices in the Cuſ- 
tom-Houſe of London, * viz. the one, — 
where the Merchant and Trader, may have 
their Queries reſolved, upon paying a pro- 
per Fee; — the other, for the better and 
more regular paſſing of Debentures ; 


- Laſtly, to be informed of the ſeveral 
ftanding Rules and Orders, given, or that 
ſhall be given hereafter by the Lords of the 
Treaſury, to the Commiſſioners, Bench and 
all other Officers, belonging to the ſeveral 
Cuſtoms in Great-Britain. 


TL HOSE 


© The Scotch Merchants might zoin with us in this Appli- 
cation: as to the Ii, they muſt apply to their Treaſury. 


b The Motives of ſuch an Application, and its Uſefulneſs, 
— will be explained hereafter. 
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4 n Remedies. we | have vithin. « our- 


ſelves, are : 
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"The forming ourſelves into a perpernal 
Aſſociation, with a View, to defend its 
Members, againſt every Kind of Oppreſſiun, 
or Vexation, from Cuſtom-Houſe- Officers; 
to ſupport them in every legal Suit, and to 
make one COMMON-CAUSE. 


But as the Details, relating to it, be- gl 
long more properly, to the Plan of Aſſo-— 
clation : I ſhall defer to expatiate upon the 
Subject; till I lay it before my Readers. 


THAT, many of our Acts, ſo far, as they 
relate to Trade and Commerce, are defec- 
tive, ſeems to be pretty clear; and that ſuch 
Defe&ts ariſe from the Nature of the Con- 
ſtitution, appears to be the Caſe, inaſmuch, 
as Merchants; are not repreſented. 


When the Commons* were firſt called 
ae by King John, in the Year 1215, 


they 
0 71 frf called together 12— "bm there 5 no Proof of 
the Commons having been called together at an earlier Period. 
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they were ſummoned, as Freeholders, and 
ever ſince, has the Houſe of Commons been 
made up of ſuch. There were neither Ma- 


nufactures, Trade, or Commerce at that 
Time; and if now there are Merchants in 
the Houſe, they do not fit as ſuch, but as 
Freeholders, Citizens, or Burghers; and, 
their Number, which, can never be 
depended upon, is very inconſiderable, 
when compared with the Freeholders, &c. 
and ſtill more ſo, l if we conſider the vaſt 
Importance of Trade and Commerce to 
theſe Nations. — This being a Defect, — 
as noticed above, inherent to the Conſtitu- 
tion,* which, as it cannot be new modelled, 

muſt 


4 Tt is ſaid in the Commentaries of the Laws of England, 
Vol. I. Book I. Chap. 2. of the Parliament, Page 159, 
8vo Edition: The Counties are therefore repreſented by Knights, 
« elected by the Proprietors of Lands; the Cities and Boroughs 
are repreſented by Citizens and Burgeſſes, choſen by the mer- 
% cantile Part, or SUPPOSED TRADING INTEREST OF THY 
„% Nartion,” By theſe Words : * or sUPPOsED TRADING 
% IxTEREST oF The NaTion,” it may now, be © sup- 
* POSED;” but it was not ſo much as thought of, in thoſe 


Days. 


© I preſume, no one will deny, — that a political Coaſtitu- 
tion would tend more aue Perfection, if jt admitted of 
| | Alterations, 


rt 5 


The Nach of an 


muſt be palliated, or remedied by proper 
Applications, from . and Traders 


36 


** 
, „ The 


Alterations, according to Cireumſtances. Upon this Prin- 
ciple it will be granted, — that the Admiſſion of Repreſen- 
tatives of the Manufactures, Trade and Commerce, of theſe 
Nations, in their reſpective Houſes of Parliament: would be a 
Step, towards that Perfection; and I preſumie, it will be thought 
no Paradox, to ſay: — That, if, a new Mode, of impro- 
ving our Riches, was to be found, — or, an old one, improved 
to that Degree, ſo as to ſpread its Influence, all over the 
Land, and become a national Staple-Commodity, — the nu- 
merous Poſſeſſors of that Mode, would with equal Propriety 
deſerve to be repreſented, — 


Suppoſe, the Working of Mines, ſo much improved, with- 
in theſe forty or fifty Years, was to be as univerſal, in all 
Great-Britain, as it is in Cornwall; ? would not the Own- 
ers of Mines be entitled to be repreſented. * 


In what Manner this, which, I apprebend, to be a Degree 
of Perfection, might be obtained in our Conſtitution, 
is foreign to the Subject in Hand, —— ! For as to a 
virtual Repreſentation, you may as well, in many Inſtances, 
talk of a virtuous one. 


The Autbor of A View of che internal Policy of Great Britain, printed 
for A. Millar in the Strand, 1964, is clearly of the ſame Opinion when he 
ſays, Book II. of the at Part. Chap. 1. under the Title of:“ Artient 
Corftitution of England: Our Anceſtors being for the moſt Part careful in 
6 dividing the Power in Proportion to the Wealth and Importance of the 
% Place, as Affairs then ſtood, and it is a great Unhappineſs, that ſom? 
„ Means have not been found out, to reinſtate from Time to Time that 
% Balance, which is for ever changing.“ 
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* 2 Act of the 2d and 3d of Edward VI. 
Cap. 22. concerning Colouring of Cuſtoms in 
- other Men's Names to the Deceit of the King, 
— is, ſo far, as relates to the Penalty, of 
_ ſuch a hard and oppreſſive Nature, as not 
to be ſuppoſed, to be a Law, enacted by an 
Engliſb Parhament. — It amounts to no leſs, 
than; that the Party ſo offending, ſhall loſe and 
forfeit all his and their own Goods and Chattels 
perſonal for ever, A ſeverer law could not 
be enacted by the arbitrary Will of a 
* Deſpot. !1Let the Party be a Pauper, or, 
one of the moſt opulent and reſpectable 
Merchants in the Land, he ſhall loſe, ALI 
his Goods and Chattels perſonal for ever. 


It is aſtoniſhing, that this Draconian 
Law has not been abrogated long ſince, 
255 4 and 


s Draco's Laws were ſo rigorous, that they were ſaid to be 
written in Blood: ſmall and great Offences were capital; 
there was no Proportion in the Puniſhments inflicted by 


| them. 


Hiſtorians will tell you, that what induced Draco to enact 
ſuch Laws, was, becauſe the People, he had to rule, were ſo 
obdurate, that nothing, but the utmoſt W couls force 
them, to the Obſervance of the Law, ** 


If 


. 
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{ The Neceſſity of an 
and ſtill more aſtoniſhing, how many Im- 
porters, either through Ignorance of their 
own, — or of their Servants, — or through 
Want of Attention, — break through this 
Law, to the manifeſt Peril of their Fortunes. 
— The Rule, — that is followed concern- 
ing the Expoſition of this Law, — is; — 
that the Property ſhall be deemed — Alien 
or Britiſh, according as either, the Britiſb 
or the Alien Merchant, ſhall have run the 
Riſks of the Sea. — But if an Alien ſhips 
Goods to the Conſignment of the Bri#1fh 
Merchant, — on Condition that they ſhall 
remain, this laſt's Property, if he approves 
of them, = which of the two, in either or 
both Caſes, ſhall be ſaid, to have run the 
Riſk of the Seas. Again, — if, although 
the Goods be Britiſh Property, — they be 
inſured by an Alien, ? which of the two in 
either or both Caſes ſhall be deemed to have 
run 
If by a Parity of Argument we are to think, ſuch to have 


been the Motive of the ſaid Statute of Edward VI. we muſt 
think, that Merchants and Traders in or about the Year 


1548, were little better than avowed Smugglers. The Caſe 


was, then, as it is now, that Merchants were not conſulted, 
any more than they are now about the framing of Bills and 
taſſing of Acts relating to Trade and Commerce. 
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run the Riſk, of the Seas. — But farther- 
more, if the Britiſb Merchant is deceived 
by his Correſpondent, and enters Goods on 


Commiſſion as Britiſb, — and they prove, 


upon Information, — to be Alien's Pro- 
perty, ? ſhall he forfeit a his Goods and 
Chattels perſonal to the Cuſtom-Houſe- 
Officer, and in an humble Petition, apply 
in Forma Pauperis, to the Treaſury, for the 
Reſtoration of the Half. 


-1 The bare Notion. of the Poſſibilities, 
that may ariſe from this Act, makes one 
ſhudder, . 


Lu it be abrogated, and a milder one,. — 


that will bear a Proportion to the Nature of 


the Offence, be enacted in its Place. 


The Severity of ſome Acts of Parliament, 


relative to Cuſtoms, is ſtill ſtrongly marked 
in ſome of modern Times; namely, in that 
of the 26th of Geo. II. Cap. 12. Sect. 1. 
concerning — the Removal of Wines from 
the Outports into the Port of London, or 
within twenty Miles of the Royal= Exchange, 
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before the Difference between the Duties 
payable there, and thoſe, — called the 
London-Duty, —hath been paid, upon For- 
feiture of the Goods. 


The Difference between the Outport and 
the London Wine-Duties may be ſaid to 
amount from 1 to 2 per Cent. at moſt, ac- 
cording to the Value of the Wine. 


? Can it be ſuppoſed, that the Owner of 
fach Wines will run the Riſk of 100. or 
2001. for the Chance of benefiting 20s. or 
40s. Seizures of this Kind, are very fre- 
quent, owing to the Ignorance or Neglect 
of the Ownets. — Here their Condition, is 
mfinitely worſe, than that of the Smuggler; 
— for if this laſt attempts to run, — I will 
fay, — French Wines, — he has the Proſ- 
pect of a Profit of four or five to one. — If 
foiled in the Attempt, he loſes but the firſt 
Coſt, which is not the fourth or the fifth 
Part of the Value on Shore, — while the 
Merchant or any other,— that removes his 
Wine without the Payment of the above- 
, Mentioned. Dm loſes not only the 
prime 
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prime Coſt, but alſo the heavy Duties at 
the Importation, — Charges, — and all ! 


This is one of thoſe Laws, that ſeems 
to be enacted — not fo much, to fecure to 
the Revenue the paltry Difference in the 


Duty, — as to afford to the Officer ample 
Opportunities of Plunder. 


A Penalty of five or even ten Times the 
Amount of the Duty attempted to be eva- 
ded, the Half of which to go to the Officer; 
would be a more equitable Way of puniſh- 
ing the Infringers of this Law ; let the Caſe 
be, what it would.“ 


To 


t The Severity, and I muſt ſay, the Abſurdity of ſome of our 
Revenue-Laws, are remarkable in other Inſtances, ſuch as in 
the Importation of Staves, and of Oak-Bark, 


- Itis enacted in Regard to the former by the 11th of George 

HI. Chap. 30, Se. 3. that: “* The Officer, after Entry, 

„ may take Samples, and if it ſhall appear, that in the whole 

«« Quantity entered, there are ten Pieces in a Hundred, that 

% do not anſwer the Defcriptions, and Dimenſions above. 

« mentioned, then no Bounty ſhall be allowed for any Part 

« of the Hundred Pieces, in which ſuch deficient ten Pieces 

«© ſhall be found ; if more than twenty Pieces in a Hundred 

| « of the Quantity entered ſhall be found, not entitled to the 


66 Bounty, 


/ 
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To petition 55 Legiſlature jp an Amend,” 


ment of the Act of Navigation, — or to 
have 


Bounty, beſides the Loſs of _—_ the Importer” ſhall 
* forfeit 50d.” 


That's rather ſevere; but there are Severity and Abſurdity 
blended in Reſpe& of Oak-Bark, as per the 12th of George 
III. Chap. 50. Set. 4. Imported, when the Prices are 
„ under thoſe above-mentioned, — forfeired, and the Im- 


«« porter to o pay 20l. per Load Penalty.“ 


1A very great Encouragement far the Importation of ths 
Article, | * | . 


There are other Clauſes in this Act of as Wt, Tendency. 
— By the sch and gth Sect. it is ordered, that: When it 
« ſhall appear, from the Entries, that the Average-Price of 
“ Hatch-Bark, for one Month preceding, ſhall be 10/. per 
«© Load, and of Rind-Bark 2/7. 10s. per Load, three or more 
«« Purchaſers ſhall certify the ſame to the Lord-Mayor of 
«© London, or any two Aldermen, making Oath, that the 
Note given by them to the Clerk of the Tanner's Compa- 
« ny contains a true Account of the Price; and the ſaid 
«« Clerk ſhall make Oath, of the Truth of his Eatries 
„ whereupon the faid Mayor or Aldermen ſhall ſign and de- 
« liver the ſame to the Collector or Receiver of the Cuſtoms 
«* in London, who ſhall publiſh the ſame in the London Ga- 
« xette, after which no more than 14. per Cwt. ſhall be 
„ taken,” 


« On the firſt Tugſday in every Month, after fuch Impor- 


« tation, the CHEE the Tunes $ r ſhall certify 
4 66 the 


"i 
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have its Severity abated, ſeems next to claim 


our Attention. 


Ambiguity, Want / of Clearneſs, and 
Omiſſions in the Cuſtom-Houſe Revenue- 
Law, are all obvious in the Letter, and in 
the Mode of having the Law put into Ex- 


ecution. 
The 


** the Average · Priee to the Lord - Mayor or two Aldermen, 
% and if it ſhall be under the Prices above-mentioned, then 
* the ſaid Certificate ſhall be ſigned and tranſmitted to the 


«« Colle&or, and be publiſhed in the London Gazette; after 


«« which no Oak-Bark ſhall be imported, till the Price ſhall 
« amount as before-mentioned, and the Importation permit- 
© ted, as above directed. But ſuch Certificate is not to affect 
* the Importation, unleſs the Quantity purchaſed and regiſ- 
„ tered within one Month ſhall exceed 100 Loads of Hatch 
& or zoo Loads of Rind Bark.“ 


No Penalty either againſt the Clerk, the Lord-Mayor, or 
the two Aldermen, or the Collector, omitting or neglecting 


to perform what they are required to do, and it ſo happened; 


that for Want of Publication in the Gazette, during the 
Mayoralty of Mr, Jilies, an Importer of Oak-Bark in Scoe- 
land, had his Property ſeized, and an Action brought againſt 
him for the Penalty, 


Tuis is one of choſe Ads, that hath been ſtrongly oppoſed 


through Self- Intereſt, and the Oppoſition was ſo great, that 
the Tanners thought themſelves well off, to get it paſſed at 
any Rate, | 


$ 


* 


The Ambiguity in the Word Growth, fo 
far as relates to Drugs, — the Want of 
Clearnefs, blended too with Ambiguity ; — 
in the Application of the Word Growth, — 
and the Omiſſion of the Word ManufaZure, 


— inaſmuch as Drugs grow in one Quarter 


of the Globe only, and are manufactured 
in another," — are evident, — and all theſe 
Defects of the Law, joined with the Mode 
of having it put into Execution, are alſo 
obvious in the Importation of French Bran- 
dies in Time of Peace from Dunkirk,* and 
during, either a War, or a State of Hoſti- 
lities with France, from Holland, — although 
they neither be of the Growth, or Manu- 
facture of thoſe Places. ? Upon what 
Ground the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms 
in any of the three Kingdoms, or even 
the Treaſury, can deviate in this Caſe, from 


the moſt explicit Letter of the Law, I can- 


not comprehend, Certain it is, that it 
. e ieee 

k Such is the Caſe of Gil of Mace. See P. 36. 
Ii About Dunkirk ſee P. 40, 41, 42. 


» See Act of Na-igation, 


— —  ———— — —_ 
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creates Confuſion, occaſions Doubts, and 


perplexes the Mind of the Merchant, who 
is induced to infer by Analogy; that, what 


is done, in Reſpect of Wines and Brandies, 


may, with as much Safety, be done in other 
Articles. — Hence wrong Importations, — 
Seizures, — Condemnations, and the Loſs 
of one's Property ; — all which may be 
properly ranked among the bad Tendencies, 
— and the Rigour of the Law; — the laſt of 


which, is manifeſt in the Navigation-ACt. 


I ſhall not take Notice of the Atrociouſ- 
neſs of it, in Reſpect to foreign Nations, 


who might, with as much Regard, to the 


received Laws of Nations have, each of 
them, enacted Laws of the ſame Import, 
was it but againſt our Ships, coming into 


their Ports, with Goods, not of our Growth 


Therefore, I will confine my Animadver- 
ſions, upon the Effect it has, in many Caſes, 


upon Navigation, which it was, its almaſt 


only Aim to advance.? What can it ſigni- 


fy, if a Ship, that is — either at Gaza in 
Afia, or at Roſetta in Africa, brings Home 


from this laſt Place, a Cargo of Goods, be- 
a ieL © 


x. 
+445 
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66 The Neceſſity of an 
ing the Produce of the former, or vice verſa. 
Iwill even ſuppoſe that Ship, to bring Home, 
a Cargo of Spaniſh Gaods from Ceuta, or of — 
Afri can Goods from Gibraltar; Would it not 
be better, that the Owner ſhould be benefited, 
by the Frei ght of ſuch Importations; which, 
as the Law is, implies no leſs, than a Con- 
demnation of both Ship and Cargo, — 
than to gad about empty, in the Mediter- 
ranean, in Search of a Freight, perhaps 
not to be met with, or to ſet Sail from Calpe 
or Abyla,' — and croſs the Ocean Home in 
Ballaſt ? * — It will be faid, that ſuch Im- 
portations are not illegal, — provided, the 
Goods be entered for Exportation ; yet, if 
you are not acquainted, with fuch Form; — 
or betrayed out of it, by the Treachery of Cuſ- 
tom-Houſe-Officers ;' — the Rigour of the 
Law falls upon you with all its Weight. — 
To which, it will be replied: — you are to 
know the Law. — I This Obligation of 
knowing 
1'The ancient Names of the European and African Shores 
in the Straits of G:brahar. 


Was the Act of Navigation to be put in Force, — a6- 
cording to the literal Senſe, — no Goods of whatever Kind, 
but what are ſtrictly of the Graavth, could be imported. — 


But ſometimes the literal Senſe, at Others, the Meaning of 
the Law is adhered ta, 2 


| 
1 
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( 
I 


Aſhociation of Merchants. 65 
knowing the Law, is not ſo Poſitive in every 
Caſe, as might appear. Many a Man, 
may have ſufficient Abilities, in his Voca- 


tion, ſo as to be well verſed in it, without 


being acquainted with all the Laws, rela- 
ting to it; and this may be ſaid, of many an 
eminent Merchant or capital Trader, con- 
ſidering that the Laws, relating to Trade 
are ſo multifarious, that, to obtain a com- 


petent Knowledge of them; would require 


ſo much Time and Application, as not 


to be conſiſtent with his Profeſſion ;* and 


fince, through mere Matter of Form, you 
can ſcreen your Property from a Seizure," 
Should it not be incumbent, on the Clerks, 
paſſing your Entries, to inform you, how 
the Caſe ſtands ; that no Advantage ſhould 
be taken of an Importer, who brings his 
Goods, to the lawful Wharfs and Keys, — 
having previouſly paid, the os Part of 
the Duties. 


But, ? would it not be, ſtill more to be 


wiſhed for, that, an Amendment, might be 


K 2 made 


* This evinces the Neceſſity, of the Creation, of ſuch an 
Office, as mentioned Page 53. 


a 1 apprehend it to be, as I ſay, mere Matter of Form 
for if tis not ſo, Juſtice and Equity require, it ſhould be ſo. 


. 
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made in this Act, ſuch as laying a further 
Duty of 5 or 10 per Cent. or what the Legiſ- 
lature ſhould think proper, on the Rate of 
Goods imported, not from the Place of 
the Growth, by Way of Penalty,*— and 
alſo, — to determine with Preciſion, - by e- 
numerating and ranking under their proper 
Places, ſuch Articles, as ſhall be deemed to 
be, or not to be of the. Growth, as well to 
take, off Ambiguity and Confuſion ; - ſo, as 
to prevent Vexations, and Seizures: | 


| For Inſtance: Cloves, Mace, Nutmegs,ſhould 

be determined, to be the Growth but of Afia, 
ſince we know, of no other Part of the World, 
where they are to be found. But, Ele- 
phants-Teeth — are the Production of both, 
Alia and Africa; and laſtly, Bees-Wax is 
gathered 


The AQ, paſſed this laſt Seſſion reſpecting the Importa- 
tion of Goods in Great-Britain in foreign Ships, under ſome 
ſpecified Circumſtances, points the Neceſſity of ſuch an A- 
mendment, at leaſt at this preſent Juncture. — The opening of 
a few free Ports in Great-Britain would alſo prove of infinite 
Service, to Commerce and Navigation, and deſerves, the parti- 
. cular Attention of the Legiſlature. The claſhing Intereſt of 
the Revenue and Trade, might be eafily reconciled, — This 
Subject and ſome others of no leſs Importance, that have not 
been taken Notice of, by our Writers on commercial Topics 
— may be productive of another Lucubration. . 


* 
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gathered in thoſe Regions, in Europe, and 


alſo in America. 


That there is, ſome Difference, in the ſe- 
veral Kinds of Bees-Max, ſhall not be deni- 
ed; but, as itariſes from Cauſes, that may 
exiſt in different Countries, and muſt of 
Courſe produce the ſame Effect; it ſeems 
to be abſurd, if not tyrannical, - to put an 
Onus probandi, upon the Importer of any 
Bees-Wax; — Vexatious in Regard to Ele- 


'phants-teeth, from either Afiaor Africa, owing 


to the Conſimilarity of the Ivory. — And 


doubtleſs, by no Means unjuſt, to expect 
"Proofs of the Growth, in Caſe of an Im- 


portation of Cloves, Mace, and Nutmegs, 
from any other Place, but 4/a.” 


Theſe Inſtances, clearly ſhew the Poſſi- 
bility, of arranging every Article in its pro- 


per Place, and would prevent many Er- 


rors, 


P That thoſe Spices will be met with, in other Places, but 
the Spice-1//ands, there is no Doubt; ſince the Nutmeg hath 
been found in ſome other Iſlands, in the Oriental Ocean, 
—— There was in the Za/t-India-Company's Warehouſes, 
at this laſt March Sale, a pretty large Quantity of Nurmegs, 
very little inferior in Quality, to thoſe imported by the Dutch, 


but different in Shape, being much longer and oyal. 


— _ 
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fors, in which the Officers fall, if not, to 
the Prejudice of the Revenue, at leaſt to 
the Inobſervance of the Law.“ 5 


Whatever 
2 That the Eat. India Company has an exclufive Right of 
Trade, to and from all Places, from the Cape / GaodsHope to 
tlie Straits of Magellan, is known; But, I do not apprehend, .. 
that they have a Right, any more, than an Individual, to 
import Goods, contrary to Law; as is the Cafe with Alas: 
Cicotrina.— This Drug receives its Appellation, from Succoto- 
ra Or Zucotrin, which is the moſt Eaſtern Iſland, near the 
Continent of Africa, and js, by all Geographers, — both an- 
cient and modern, reckoned, and ſet down in the Maps, as 
Part of it. — It produces the beſt known Aloe, which is 
imported, by the Ea/t-India-Company, from-4fa;.— and al- 
though ſuch Importation is againſt Law, I have never heard, 
that any Seizure, hath ever been made of it. I ſay, that the 
Importation” is againſt Law, — notwithſtanding the Proviſo 
in the A of Navigation, Art. 13. which is thus: Provi- 
„ ded alſo, That this AQ, or any Thing therein contained, 
extend not, or be meant, to reftram the importing of any 
«+ Eaft- India Commodities, loaden in Eygliſb-built Shipping, 
„and whereof the Maſter and Three-Fourths of the Mariners 
at leaſt are Engliſs, from the uſual- Place or Places for 
« lading of them in any Part of thoſe Seas, to the Southward 
% and Eaſtward of Cabo Bona Eſperanza,” ( Cape of Good- 
Hape, ) ** although the ſaid Ports be not the very Places of 
„their Growth.” | 


According to the Letter of the Law, the Company may 
import Eaf-Tndia Commodities from any Part, as above ex- 
preſſed. But Aloe Cicotrina is not an Eaft-India Commodity. 


Some People will reply and ſay; that this Iſland is ſubject 
to one of the Sultans of Arabia Felix: Beſides that it never | 
Was 
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Whatever hath been faid in Regard to 
Goods of the Growth or not of the Growth, 

| — is 
was totally ſubdued, its Conqueſt does not alter its geogra- 


Phical Situation, and it is no more Part of Aa, than Minor 
ca or Gibraltar are of Great- Britain, 


r Notwithſtanding I have already taken ſo much Notice 
of the Abſurdity and Hardſhips in many Inſtances, of the 
Onus probandi;* the following Recital will add freſh Strength 
to my Aſſertion, and ſet in a clearer Light, the Duplicity and 
Villainy of ſome Officers. 


This Topic, is an Exception, to a random Saying, that by 
proving too much, you prove nothing; on the contrary, I 
cannot prove too much, 


There was an Importation ſome Time ago, — of about 400 


Bags of red Clover-Seed, from Ofend, — all out of the ſame 


Granary, and filled up from the ſame Heap, and bona Fide 
imported from Flanders in one Veſſel, as of the Growth of 


that Country. 


Two Hundred and Twenty Bags, did belong, to one Im- 
porter, and, one Hundred and Eighty, to another, 


They were all ſtopt, by the Officer; upon the ſtale Pretence, 
of its being of the Growth of France; and to be ſure, the 
Officer gave Information to the Commiſſioners, that the ſtop- 
ping of the Goods, was grounded upon the Opinion of People, 
well acquainted with the Commodity, and ready, to make 


good their Aſſertion — upon Oath. 
Whereupon Orders were given for the ſeizing of it. — 


The Importer of the 180 Bags, — having previouſly en- 
gaged for his Goods, — being in Want of them, unwilling 
5 BD to 

See Page 52, &cs 
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— is applicable to the full, to the Importa- 
tion of Drugs, in general, which come 


"under : 


to loſe a Market, and to undergo the Vexations of a Suit; 
thought it more adviſable, to beſtow Fees upon the Officer, - 
than upon Lawyers; and accordingly, palmed him, with a 
10/. Bank-Note. 92 


Such was its Magic, that it removed every Doubt out of 
the Officer's Mind; — his Eyes were now opened, and he 
clarly faw through the Medium of it, that this very ſame red 
Clover-Seed was not of French Growth, and cleared it, — 


Next came the clearing of the 220 Bags. The Importer, 
unwilling to ſubmit to the Dictates, or rather the Rapaciouſ- 
neſs of the Officer, ſtood the Teſt. He would give no Bank- 
Notes. — The Goods were ſeized as French, and ordered for 
Proſecution. 


The Day of Trial came, — the Officer's Witneſſes ſwore 
Point- Slant that the Seed was French. 


Our Importer,' who had been made acquainted with the 
Manceuvres of Officers in ſimilar Caſes, — was not unpre- 
pared ; he had ſent for an Auxiliary from Holland. This 
ſtood his Ground, — took up the Cudgels,—and {wore upon 
the Goſpels, with equal Undauntedneſs,—grounded upon the 


ſame Kind of certain Knowledge, as the Officer n 


that the Seed was Dutch. 


The Judge was fuck, — the Jurors ſtood with uplifted 


Eyes, and a general Murmur circulated round the Halk — 


When the mercenary Champions of the Law, that live 


upon the Seeds of Contention, Strife and Diſcord, ſounded 


up 
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under theſe different Denominations, as : 
Of the Growth, — not of the Growth, — 


and French, — 
L It 


up to Arms: — Si- like. — This his finewy Arm, — they 
their Lungs, — this his Blood, — they their Argu- 
ments, ſell to the firſt, or, beſt Bidder or Retainer, — fight, 
for or againſt, argue pro or con, as either the Pay — or Fee 


directs. 


The Briefs ® haſtily thumbed over, each of the Combatants 


roſe in his Turn, each other bringing forth, Precedents, — - 


Arguments, —Quotations,—Caſes in Point, — to which, Caſes 
in Point, — Quotations, — Arguments and Precedents were 
oppoſed : ſtriving each other to over-awe and circumvent 


their Antagoniſt's Witneſſes, and what Craft t could not 
| do, 


* Moſt Briefs are never read deliberately in the Study, the Fee is pocketed, 
and the former bagged up, — and curſorily read over, while the Cauſe is 


ope ning. 


+ To over-awe and circumyent Witneſſes is deemed a maſterly Piece of In- 
genuity among our Lawyers.—It ought to be had in Contempt,—IlliberalitF 
of Language is very frequent in our Courts, contrary to that good Order, — 
Regularity, —- and Decency, which, we expect to meet with, in every public 
Place, — and — ! much more in Courts of Judicature, which are to command 
and enforce Reſpect: ! Such Licences ought not to be tolerated, and the Ut- 
terer reprimanded, But, here it is, that the Influence of the Spirit of the 
Corps is viſible, — Judges will not blame in others, what they perhaps 
have been guilty of.—I would recommend to any Man of Spirit, whoſe Cha- 
ractet may be wantonly made free with, in Court, to inform the Slanderer, 
that, the injured Party, is veſted, out of Doors, with a proper Share of the 
exicutive Power, | | 


ful, wirtur an delus in befte requirat, — ought to be our Lawyer's Motto. 


- 
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It hath been already obſerved,” that the 
Words: \ Produce, or Manufacture, ſo far as 
relates to Drugs, are entirely left out of 

the 


do, — was ſupplied, by Surmiſes, Scandal, abuſive and 11. 
Kberal Language, moſt plentifully beſtowed, upon their 
reſpective Clients and Witneſſes, 


When, to put an End to the Contention, the Facts and 
Evidences being ſummed up, and the Cus-Mord given to the 
Jury, the Foreman gave it in Fayour of the Plaintiff. 


Ir muſt be obſerved, that the Importer of the 180 Bags, — 
having been ſubpœnaed, — informed the Court, that the li- 
tigated Clover-Seed, was of the ſame Growth as his own, 
and that, to free this laſt, from the Clutches of the Officer, 
he gave him a 100. Bank-Note. 


This ſhews the Hardſhip, that is laid upon the Importer, 
in obliging him, to brirg Proofs, that are next to, if not, 
impoſſible, to be produced; and in Fact, no Man could have 
ſwore, to his certain Knowledge, the real Growth of that 
Seed, and the Aſſertion is ſo true in this Caſe : that both, 
the Plaintiff's and the Defendant's Witneſſes forſwore them- 
ſelves ; the Seed being of Flemiſb Growth. But the Plaintiff 
not being able to procure Witneſſes from Flanders, 80. them, 
from whence he could. 


This ze one of thoſe fareieal Trials, that are very often 
exhibited in the Court of Exchequer, when either Party is 
put upon. Impoſlibilities, as in the 3 and in many more 
Cain. | 


2 See Pages 33, 38, 39, 40. 
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the Act, although made Uſe of, repeat- | 
edly, in that of Navigation, when Mention = 
is made, — of Goods of the Growth, Produce 
or Manufacture; — ? why — ſo explicit for 1 
Goods at large; — ? why ſo doubtful, fo ob- 1 
ſcure, when the Law ſpeaks about Goods, | | 
under a particular Denomination, and when i 
there were ſo many Reaſons, to be clear, 
explicit, and to have every Doubt remo- 
ved. — There was at the Time, the Act was i 
enacted, Goods under theſe partial Circum- I 
ſtances of Growth — or Produce, or of the > 
Manißfacture, as there is and ever will be. 
I have already pointed out the Poſſibility of 
determining the Growth of Goods at large, 
in the Inſtances given, of Mace, Cloves, 
and Nutmegs, FElephants-Teeth, Bees- 
Wax.* The Growth, Produce, and Manu- 
fafure, of all Drugs, and even that of thoſe, 
that are, or ſhall be deemed, of French 
Growth, Produce, or Manufafture, might 
be determined in the ſame Manner, and 
with very great Preciſion ; and that it is 
very practicable, is not only obvious to 
F Reaſon, 


t See Pages 68 and 69. 
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Reaſon, but alſo deducible from Examples, 
as may be ſeen by the marginal Notes, in 
the Book of Rates, ſo far as relates, to thoſe 
from Eaft-India." 

THis is therefore one of thoſe Grievan- 
ces, under which Merchants are labouring, 
and fora Remedy to which, Application is 
to be made ta the Legiſlature, 


The next is {till of a heavier Nature, or 
may be ſo in its Conſequences :.— We have 
already ſhewn, that there are Caſes, — in 
ſome of which, by the Nature of Things, 
a Proof cannot be produced; ſo as to make 
it clear to the Jury, that the litigated Com- 
modity, is of the Growth, as ſet forth in the 
Merchant's Entry. — The Caſe of the Spa- 
niſb Flies is ſo clear in Point, that it cannot 
be controverted, they are to be found more 


OL 


v See Baldwiz's Book of Rates. — I muſt inform the Read. 
er, that there is a better and more modern Book of Rates, 
compiled by Mr. Burrows, Cuſtom-Officer in Glaſgow 
in two Vol. ſmall Folio; the firſt of which only is publiſhed. 

The Rook is very ſcarce, I never could come at it. I have 
| ſome Reaſons to think, it contains Matters of Information, 
which our Cuſtom. Houſe-Ofticers and Clerks, don't think 
fit, the Merchants ſhould be acquainted with, 


Aﬀfciation of Merchants. 77 


or leſs in all the Southern Parts of Europe, 
alſo in its middle Regions, even in Sueden.“ 


Vet nothing is determined by either the 
Law, or the Commiſſioners of Cuſtoms ; — 
and if a Raſcal of an Officer, can find a 
Villain, ready to ſwear, — either, from the 
Circumſtances, of Package, or Place of 
ſhipping, — or = through mere Knavery, 


that they are. not of the Growth, the Im 


porter muſt loſe his Property; for, it is 
utterly impoſſible in him; to bring the 
Proofs required: = The fame may be ſaid of 
a great Variety of Goods, which by a Si- 
milarity of Circumſtances, muſt be, or ap- 


pear, ſo much conſimilar, as to deceive 


the niceſt Judge, or even to evade the Teſt 
of chymical Analyſis, 


ANISEED 1s one of thoſe Articles; it 
grows every where, but we moſt uſually 
— x n 
import it from Germany and Spain; this 
laſt is better known among Conſumers and 
Dealers by the Name of Alicant-Aniſeed. — 
But, our Cuſtom-Houſe-Connoiſſeurs, will 

tell 


* Vid. Linngus, 
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tell you, that there 1 is, a ſpecific l 
in the Seeds. | 


they will find, the upright, the fair Dealer, 
that will join with them in that Opinion. 
But, ?what will become, of all their theo- 
retical and practical Knowledge, when in- 
formed; that, if the Seaſon is rainy in 
Spain, the Aniſred, gathered under ſuch 


German; as not to be diſtinguiſned by the 


beſt Judge. / Saving and excepting ſeizing 
Cuſtom-Houſe-Officers and their Witneſſes ! - 


But there are ſome more aggravating Cir- 


cumſtances, —attending this Onus probandi. 
For neither Letters of Advice, Invoices, 


Bills of Lading, or written Teſtimonies, 


Certificates ever ſo crouded with Firms of 
People of Reputation, — or thickened with 
private and public Seals, will be of any 
Avail to the Importers. — It is a Maxim in 
our Courts; — that you are to bring rhe 50, 


N that can be had. 


Whereupon 


That there is, is true, prima Facie ; nay. 


Circumſtance, will prove, ſo much like the 


I 
: 
y 
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Whereupon I would adviſe our truſty 
London Cuſtom-Houſe-Officers, to ſeize the 
firſt Parcel of Ales Cicotrina, brought from 
Afia, or even ſuch Parcels thereof, as are, 
in the Company's Ware-Houſes, and, 
let the United Company of Merchants, 
trading to the Eafi-Indies, move the Court, 
to put off Trial, and to have a Commiſ- 
ſion granted for the Examination, of Wit- 
neſſes, or until they are come to England. 
For in many Caſes, they are to come over, 
it matters not, how far, whether they are 
to be had or not, can or cannot, will or 
will not come. 


! Such is the Spirit, with which our Cuſ- 
tom-Houſe-Laws are framed, and put into 
Execution. 


There is no Doubt, that if it was decla- 
red by Law, — and, in as many Inſtances, 
as the Nature of Things will admit of, 
what Goods, are, of, or, not of the Growth, 
Production, or, ManufaFure, and French, 

| | or 
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or not French, the Importers would ſo far 
know, how to act.“ 


In doubtful Caſes Arbitrators* might de- 
termine upon the Nature of them in a 


ſummary 


y What Goods ſhould be deemed to be of the Greautb, 
Produce, or Manufacture of one, or of two, or three, or 
of the four Quarters of the Globe, and which French, or not 
French, and laſtly, which, not aſcerrainable from their not 
being ſufficiently, or not at all known ; might be determined 
by the joint Conſideration of Merchants, Traders, and Re- 


venue-Officers. 


2 The Uſe of Arbitrators is not novel to the Managers of 
the Cuſtoms ; far from it, fince by the Acts of Geo. II. 
and III. they muſt ſubmit to their Deciſions in Regard to 
Bounties on Plantation-Indigo, Wood, Timber, &c. In 
% Caſe of any Diſpute about the Quality of the Indigo, if 
«© in the Port of London, the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, 
« if in the Out-Ports, the Collector, may call two or more 
«« Dyers, Dry-Salters or Brokers, or others well {killed in 


« it, = who are to declare upon Oath, if required, their 


« Opinion as to the Quality, and whether it 1s entitled to 
« the Premium; if a competent Number of Perſons, well 
« ſkilled in the Commodity cannot be found in the Out- 
«© Ports, Samples are to be ſent up to the Commiſſioners in 
« Londen or Edinburgh, reſpectivel , to be inſpeed and ad- 


« judged there, 


« If any Diſpute ſhall ariſe between the Officers of the 
« Cuſtoms, and the Importers of ſuch Goods, in the Port 


of London, touching the Quality, the Commiſſioners of 


6 the 


Aſeciation of Merchants. 81 
fummary Way, without the Delays and 
great Expences, attending Law-Suits, eſ- 


pecially, againſt the King, who pays no 
Coſts. 


In Caſes of Seizures, where Fraud was 1 
ſuſpected, or might appear, and where the | | 
Importer, was willing, to compromiſe Mat- bi 
ters with the Officers, the Surveyar-Gene- it 
ral of Cuſtoms, might be veſted with a i 
Power, to determine, to a limited Sum, a 
what Reward, the ſeizing Officer, ſhould be | 
entitled to. 


M Yet, 


« the Cu/ftoms may call two or more Perſons, ſkilled in the 


Commodity, who ſhall declare upon Oath, if required, 
«« their Opinion, and determine, whether the Goods are 
| «« entitled to the Premium or not, And if any Diſpute ſhall 
, _ «« ariſe as to the Quality of ſuch Goods, imported into any 
, ; « of the Out-Ports of England, — proper Deſcriptions of 
1 « the Quality, atteſted by two Perſons, {killed in the Com- 
* „ modity, at the Port of Importation, (which Atteſtation 
n «« ſhall be upon Oath, made before a Juſtice of the Peace,) 
[= «© ſhall be ſent to the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms in Lon- 
% dn, or Edinburgh, reſpectively, in Order, that they may 
5 «© determine, whether the Goods are entitled to the Premium 1 
= Hor not,” | 1 
And, if ſuch Arbitrators could not agree, the Surveyor- 0 
he 


General, ſhould be Umpire betwixt them. 
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Vet, it would be ſtill better, if the Pe- 
nalty was enacted, to be in Proportion, tothe 
Duty to be paid; this would be the moſt 
equitable Method; inaſmuch as the Law 
ſtands, Goods to a large Amount, liable to 
a ſmall Duty, are forfeited as well as thoſe 
of little Value, that owe a great one; — 
whereby the due Proportion of Penalty, 
is inverted. 


I am ſenſible of the great Difficulties, that 
may attend, the bringing in, any new Form, 
of determining ſuch Matters; but it muſt 
be allowed, — that there is a Poſſibility, of 
putting Things, upon a much better Foot- 
ing, than they are at preſent : and the main 
Objects, that are to be had in View, in at- 
tempting, to obtain this Amendment, are, 
that the Importer's Property, be leſs liable 
to Seizures, and yet, that the Officer, be 
properly rewarded, for his Activity and Di- 
ligence, in the Performance of his Office. 


An Alteration in the Practice, of the 
Court of Exchequer, in condemning Goods 
| wrong 
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wrong entered, is an Object, well deſerving, 
to be applied for. 


The Practice, in condemning ſuch Goods, 
is the ſame, as in probibited and uncuſtomed 
Goods, than which nothing is more contra- 
ry, to the received Notions of Juſtice and 
Equity, and is ſhortly this: 


* When any Goods are ſeized, either in 
* Town or Country, for what Cauſe ſo- 
* ever, the Officers, — ſeizing the ſame, 


© are to tranſmit an Account thereof to 
ve the Sollicitor of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms, 


* at the Cuſtom-Houſe in Londen, who 


« upon making Entry thereof in his Books, 
* is to apply to one of the Clerks in his 
« Majeſty's Remembrancer's-Office, = to have 
« a Writ of Appraiſement iſſued out, to 
* appraiſe the ſaid Goods, in Order, to 
© their being condemned: Which Writ, 
being for Goods ſeized in the Port of 
C London, muſt be directed to the ſworn 
« Appraiſers of the ſaid Port, to return 
© theſame; — and carried to the Regr/ter 
© of the Seizures in the Port of London, 
* who regiſters the ſame, and carries it to 
M 2 the 
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„ the Office, from whence the Writ iſſued, 
© and then the Clerk in Court, who made 
© it out, cauſes the Goods ſo returned as 
* aforeſaid, to be publickly proclaimed in 
« Court, as ſoon after, as conveniently 
may be done; that, if any Perſon would 
«© ſhew any Cauſe, to the Court, why 
« the ſaid Goods ſhould not remain for- 
„ feited, he might come forth, and he 
t ſhould be heard, &c.” See The complete 
Pradlice of the Court of Exchequer, P. 139, &c. 


* 


The great Miſchief, ariſing from this 
Method is, that there is not the leaſt No- 
tice, given to the Party, whoſe Goods have 
been ſeized, upon a wrong Entry : no parti- 
cular Day fixed, for the Proclamation, and 
the Proceedings are carried on, unknown to 

the Importer, condemned, and fold, during 
the very Time, he is making Application, 
both to the Commiſſioners and Treaſury, 
in Hopes of being relieved, 


This Practice of proclaiming Goods in 
Court, may be proper, in Regard of pRo- 
'HIBITED and UNCUSTOMED Gopops, in as 


much 
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much as the Smuggler concerned, is either 
unknown, to the ſeizing Officer, or that be- 
ing ſenſible of his Guilt, and ſometimes 
hable, according to the Nature of the Of- 
fence, to a Fine, or, to a Puniſhment, 1s 


not either to be found, or likely to lay any 
Claim to the Goods. 


- = PC ů — 


But the Caſe, is quite other ways, with In- 
porters, whoſe Goods, cannot ſo much as be 
unſhipped, without the previous Payment of 
the Duties. Vr the Importer and the 
Smuggler, (where there is neither Fine nor 
Puniſhment in the Caſe,) are both, upon the 
ſame Footing, TREATED in the ſame contemp- 
tuous Manner, — and vusED with the ſame Se- 
verity. 


— — 
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The Alteration propoſed is, that Pro- 

ceedings, ſhould begin as in other Courts, 

by ſerving the Party concerned, with proper 
Notice. ** 
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Hor pars are next, a very great Object | 
of Complaint. They are, moſt of them, the J 
Remains | 


*2 Tt were to be wiſhed, — that Revenue-Cauſes, in 
which the Merchant, refiding in London, is concerned, were | 
1 to be heard in Guildball, ſince they moſtly live in the City. 


4 
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Remains of Popiſh Influence, ſpent in Idle» 
neſs, and not otherways kept by Cuſtom- 
Houſe-Officers, than, by their Non-Atten- 
dance to Buſineſs, to the great Detriment of 
Trade. X | 


The Obſervance of them, is, according 
to Law, equally obligatory, in every Subject. 
— Yet, as they are not kept, by any, but 
by People, belonging to ſome of the pub- 


lick Offices, and in general to the Hindrance 


of Buſineſs. I do not ſee, ? why, they 
ſhould not be abrogated? . 


HorL1pars may be divided into Feftivals,** 
religious and civil. There are twenty-ſeven 


bb There are no Holidays kept at either the War- and Plan - 


tation-Offices, or Treaſury; and it 1s prepoſterous, that 
Commiſſioners and Officers of Cuſtoms, ſhould be indulged 
with any, while their Mafters and Betters keep none. 


ce The Feſtivals, that a Nation ſhould keep, ought to be 
in Commemoration, of any great or ſignal Event, whereby 
its Liberty was aſſerted and ſecured, its Happineſs increaſed, 
or its Fame extended. Such as the Days, when Magna 
Charta was obtained, when the Spani/ Armada was ſcattered, 


and deſtroyed, — the Reſtoration — the Revolution. Theſe are 


ever to be recorded and celebrated by theſe Nations. — In- 
Read 


of 
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of the firſt, enacted to be kept, by the 5th 
and 6th, of Edward VI. Cap. 3. as Holi- 
days and Faſting Days; four more of the 


civil Kind, have been ſince added; viz. the 


5th of November and 29th of May, as Days 
of Thankſgiving ; the 3oth of January, as 


a Day of Humiliation, and the 2d of Sep- 


tember to be kept as a Fa/t-Day in London: 
Beſides, thoſe in Honour, of the royal Fa- 
mily. 


If any, are to be kept, it is thoſe, that 
are in Commemoration of a national E- 
vent; yet ? of what Uſe, to the Advance- 
ment of Buſineſs. — ! Doubtleſs, of none; — 
but quite otherways. 


Moreover, the Cuſtom-Houſe-Officer e- 
vades the Obſervance of the 2d of Septem- 
ber ; which, according to the Act, is 70 be 
* in the City of LONG, and Liberties 

thereof, 


ſtead of which, we are enjoined to celebrate the Purification 
of the Virgin, whom Faith teaches us, never was macula- 
ted; and to commemorate, the Maſſacre of the holy Inno- 
cents; an Event, which is not recorded by contemporaneous 
Hiſtorians, and flatly denied by the moſt judicious Criticks, 
| &c, Kc. —— And to mention it, en paſſant, our Calendar, 


wants as much Reform, as cur bleſſed Cuſtom-Houſe. 
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ther as a Day of Faſting and Humi liati- 
„„ by being out of London. $,, That, | 
_ is among them all a great Deal of -4 
ligious Smuggling, in Regard of keeping 
holy and faſting, the above-mentioned twen- 
ty-ſeven Days, according to the true Intent 
and Meaning of the ſaid Act of the 5th and 
6th of Edward VI. as well as of the ſubſe- 
quent ones, though of a much more eaſy 
Obſervance ; is ſo notorious, as not to need 


any further Proofs. * 


chant 1 is expoſed to. 


! Pity, and great Pity it is, that ſome good 
well-minded Chriſtian of a Lawyer does not 
bring an Action on the Caſe, againſt one 
and all of them : upon the Statutes of the 
1ſt of Elizabeth, Chap. 2. Sec. 14.** 


The keeping of Hor ip Aus is one of the 
great Cauſes of the many Delays, the Mer- 


ff 


Nor can it be other- 


ways, 


ad See 19 Car, 2. Cap. 3. Sec. 28. 


$ Moſt of the Cuſtom- Houſe Officers, live, in the Suburbs, 
or in the Country. 


® There is no Occaſion to put them to the Trouble of a an 
Onus probandi. 


r The Penalty for not reſorting to Church on Sundays and 
Helidays. 


ff Other Cauſes will be taken Notice of Anden 
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ways, if it is conſidered, that the Buſineſs of 
4 whole Week, is to be done, in two or three 
Days; and that being thus troulet and ac- 
cumulated, it cannot be properly attended to. 
Hence, it 1s retarded, or hurried, to the In- 
convenience, and often Times to the Detri- 
ment of Trade, and alſo of N. avigation. 


Taexerory I think, it would be highly 
proper, to petition the Houſe, for expun- 
ging, ſuch of the Red-Letter-Days, as are 
kept and obſerved, by Cuſtom-Houſe-Offi- 
cers, out of the Almanack : and if it is 
thought improper, to poſtpone the Obſer- 
vance of Chriſtmas, to the Sunday next fol- 
lowing, let it be kept as heretofore, and no 


other.“ er | 
= 


N i 


85 In Reſpect to this Application I think, it would be 
requiſite, to ſend circular Invitations, to all the capital tra- 
ding Places, in Great-Britain, through the Channel, of public 
Papers or otherways, deſiring them to join with us. It might 
be done, by a Petition ſimilar to ours, which they might 
ſend to the Allociation, or deliver to their reſpeRtive Mem- 
bers, to be preſented to the Houſe. 

Such a Step, will beat leaſt attended, with this Sab * 
chat it will make the Aſſociation, known throughout the 
I. and, and cannot fail of getting us, many Abettors and Well- 
Wiſhers. I 
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IA come now to thoſe Remedies, for 


which Application hes to the er 
and they are: 


The Creation of two Offices, the one, to 
reſolve Queries, the other, for the ſpeedier, 
and more regular paſſing of Debentures: 
To be informed of the ſeveral ſtanding 
Rules and Orders, given to the Commiſſi- 
oners of Cuſtoms. 

That the Lords will be pleaſed, to appoint 
a Clerk, to receive and forward Memorials to 
the Treaſury, wherein Traders and Merchants 
{hall be concerned; and that he be authoriſed, 
to give the Memorialiſts, an Office-Copy, of 
ſuch Anſwers, as ſhall be given by the Com- 
miſſioners, or their Officers, to their Petitions, 
and to collate the ſame, with the Originals. 


The Creation of an Office, where the 
Merchant might by Application, and upon 
paying certain Fees, have his Queries re- 
ſolved, his Doubts removed, and, receive 
Inſtructions, how to act, would be of the 
greateſt Utility; and it ſeems, that, if the 
Treaſury means, to countenance and pro- 

: tect 
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tect the fair Merchant and Trader; they 
will ſhew a Readineſs, to comply with 
ſuch a Requeſt, and upon ſuch a Plan, 
and under ſuch Reſtrictions, as they ſhall 
judge the beſt ; to anſwer the End propo- 


ſed: viz. ! THAT OF GUARDING AND PRO- 


TECTING THE MERCHANT! Such an Office 
ſhould be totally independent, from the Com- 
miſſioners of the Cuſtoms, to ſtand, per ſe, 
under the Patronage of the Treaſury; his 
Fees, ought to be aſcertained. Nor is it 
meant, that his Opinion ſhould be Law to 
the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms and their 
Officers; that would be, not only improper, 
but dangerous, inaſmuch as it would veſt 
in one Perſon, a Power, inconſiſtent with 
the Laws, that, of diſpenſing from them. 
— His Opinion, given under proper Re- 
gulation, ſhould be, a SANcT10Nn for the Mer- 
chant ; and to add more Weight to it, it 
might be ſo ordered, that the Cuſtom- 
Houſe-Sollicitor, ſhould either give, his 
Approbation, or Diſapprobation, to ſuch 
Opinion ; and in Caſe of differing ; he 
ſhould give his Reaſons, and all, in Writing. 

& N 2 For 


' 
1 
1 
k 
i 
| 
' 
* 
15 
4 
4 
1 
ry 
1 9 
$ 
' 


92 The Neceſſity of an 


For which, he ſhould alſo, be entitled to 


Fes 
Fees. 8 


The next Application, ſhould be, for tlie 
Creation of an Office, relating to the paſſing 
of Debentures. 


WO The 


bk It might be ſaid, that the Cuflom- Houſe-Sollicitor would 

be the propereſt Perſon, to anſwer the intended. Purpoſe of 

ſuch an Office, and ſo he might. But then, it is to be ob- 

ſerved, that being obliged, by the Nature of his Office, to 

give every Opinion, in Favour of the Revenue, the Merchant 
would receive but little Information from him. — Where- 
as che new Officer, who might be called the Merchants-Sol- 

licitar, would act with leſs Reſerve, and more Freedom: not 
being. obliged to 1hwart his Opinion, as the former is; If 

they differed i in Opinion, the Merchant, might then act, as 


be pleaſes, and would be in the ſame Preccament, as he | is 
0 1 a 


| There are two ſuch Officers in our 9 of Law, called 
in the King? -Bench the Maſter, and in the Common-Pleas, 
the Prothonctary, to whom Attornies, in all difficult Caſes 
of Practice, reſort for Information, and under the Sanction 

> .of whoſe Opinion they act. Such an Office as this mentioned, 

- would have ſome Analogy with the Tribunes of the People in 
old Rome, — They were inſtituted to guard the Liberty of 
the People, and ſecure it from Encroachments. The Nature 
12 of this Office would be merely to guard the Merchant and 


"Trader, againſt the — into Errors N to che Reve- 
£1 nbe-Lawe. — = 
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The Delays, Negligence, and Careleſineſs of 


Officers, in this Particular, are too well 
known, to Exporters of Goods, upon Certi- 
ficate, to expatiate upon, and was it not, for 
the Attendance of the Exporter, or his 
Clerks ; we may venture to ſay, that many 
a Debenture, would not paſs for Years; nay 
was it not for the Perquiſites, or Fees at- 
tending the paſſing of them, it may be af- 
firmed, they never would. — 


The Creation, of fuch an Office, wauld be 


highly unſatisfaftory to the Clerks, that 


are in Poſſeſſion, of paſſing Debentures for 
Merchants, and, as it would be rather 
hard, to diſpoſſeſs them, of the Advan- 
tage, reſulting from it, it would be but 
juſt, to allow them, a Proportion of the 
cuſtomary Fees, for ſo long, as they ſhould 
be, in the Place, they now occupy ; ſuch Pro- 
portion, to revert to the Debenture-Qfhce, 
at their Removal or Death, as it ſhould 


| happen. 


But, if the Treaſury, did not think proper 
to erect this new Office, the Aſſociation 
might 
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might provide proper Clerks, to anſwer 
in Part, the ſame . as will be enn 
hereafter. icy 


The next Application, — concerning the 
Publication, of the ſeveral Rules and Or- 
ders, given, or that ſhall be given, to the 
Commiſſioners of Cuſtoms; may be of a 
very tickliſh Nature, and ſuch, as it ſeems, 
we have not a Right, either to demand, or to 
be acquainted with ; — !it may appear fo at 
firſt. — But, upon a proper Inveſtigation of 
the Subject, it will be found Oar, 


- ?What are the Commiſſioners and all the 
Cuſtem-Houſe-Officers, of every Denomina- 
tion ; ; but, a Set of People, appointed, to 
receive and manage the Revenue, ariſing 
from Cuſtoms, Duties, Subſidies, &c. All 
Officers under the Commiſſioners are ſub- 
ſervient to — and — receive their Orders 
from them; the Details concerning theſe, 
are not ſo requiſite to be known, as the 
Particulars of thoſe, given to the former, by 
the Treaſury. - We are told, that they have 
25 great. Power delegated to them; but 

what 


it See Page 96, &c. 
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what Idea can we form of ſuch Power, when 
ſometimes, from the Plenitude or Fulneſs 
of it, they ſhew themſelves, ob/iging, juſt and 
equitable, and at other Times, unfavourable, 
hard, and even tyrannical. | It is not the ſe- 
cret Reaſons, or partial Motives, ? why, or | 
wherefore, ſuch and ſuch Place or Office, is | 
conferred on this, or on that Individual : | 
we want to be informed of — But thoſe 
Rules and Orders, which are made and 
given; to which the Commſſioners, and 
their Inferiors are to conform, and by which 
the Merchant, is to be influenced, actuated 
and ruled, and without the Knowledge of 
which, it is morally impoſſible, He ſhould 
know, how to proceed. 


The 


kk In Support of this I muſt inform the Reader, that a 
Merchant, landed about the gth of December, 1777, ſeveral 
. Caſks of Oil of Turpentine, upon a Depoſit of Part of the 
Duty ; which after being weighed, by the Officer, were left in 
the King's Warehouſes, until ſome Queſtions, that had ariſen 
concerning this Commodity: ?wherher it was to be entered 
of the Growth — not of the Growth, — or French, — were 
determined,—The Merchant, being unwilling, to be depri- 
ved of his Goods any longer, — applied to the Board, 
about the Middle of February following, ſetting forth, that in 
| | Order, 
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"The "Application, relating f to 18 Ap- 
W of a Clerk, at the Treaſu ry, to 
5 | receive 


o * his hs tend 8 fie would pay 
the Freneh Duty. But conſidering the Nature of the Arti- 
cle, much liable to Leakage and Evaporation, and fo vola- 
tie and penetiatiog; that it exudes, through the” Pores 
of tie Woody he defired Leave, to have the Goods reweigH 
ed, in Order, to pay the Puty, on ſuch a Quantity, as would 
be found in the Caſks. — This Petition, which might have 
been anſwered in or Day, as well as in /aver!y-eight 3 an 
alckeugh the Merchant; or ſome of hiz/Clerks did attend con 
ſtantly every, Day, was kept unanſwered, for four Weeks, aud 
a N put to it. 


Thus the Merchant was obliged to ſubwit, and to bear 
the additional Loſs'accruing.during the four Weeks, be was 
kept i in Suſpence, and be contented to receive 33 50 lb. in Lieu 
of 3465 1b. thus depoſited ; and, what wilt appear iniquitett, 
had the Merchant attempted, to export that ſame Oil of Tur- 
pentine, and to have it ſhipt, from out of the King's Ware- 
houſes, on Board a Veſſel bound to foreign Places, and claimed 


the Drawback vpon the ſaid 3465 1b. that he had paid the 


Duty upon, his Goods would have been ſeized and fer- 


faited.. 


The Mode of proceeding, upon ſuch Petitions is, to ſend 
them, to the Officer or Officers concerned! in that parti- 
cular Buſineſs, for to report upon. Beſides the Multiplicity, 
of erde References, f.om Office to Office, this !'etition' 
came at laſt, into the Hands of the Warehouſe-Kee per, who 
reported upon it; that he had been in Office twenty-five Years, 
and had never ſeen it done, — The Caſe might be novel, as 

ſuch, 
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receive and forward Memorials, from Mer- 
chants and Traders, and to be authoriſed to 
give Office-Copy of ſuch Anſwers, as ſhall 
be given to them by the Commiſſioners, 
and to have them collated with the Origi- 
nals: will be attended in all Likelihood with 
Difficulties from the Treaſury, who will 
not encourage Applications to their Board ; 
and with much Oppoſitions from the Ma- 
nagers of the Cuſtoms ; not that theſe laſt 
have any Right, to interfere with what the 
Lords may think fit to order; but becauſe it 

O would 


ſuch, it might have been looked upon by the Commiſſioners, 
who would have done but what was, 7% and equzizable, in 
granting the Merchant's Petition, without taking Notice of 
what the Warehouſe-Keeper, had or had not ſeen, for fo 
many Years paſt. * | 


If they could have granted it, they ſhould have done it; 
if not, rejected it the very firſt Day it was given in; and in 
Fact, conſidering the Nature of the Goods, and every con- 
comitant Circumſtance, the ſpeedieſt Anſwer ought to have 
been returned. 


From all which it may be further inferred, that, was. the 
Public acquainted with the Extent of the Commiſſioners 
Powers, which perhaps, are limited in Caſes of ſimilar Na- 
ture: the Merchant would act in Conformity thereto. 


* The lighteſt Exertion of common Senſe, would have enabled the bonour- 
ale Commiſſioners, to determine, what to do, and, to ſend, to his Majeſty's 


Warchouſe Keeper; for tbat,,-. appears ſomewhat eccentric, 
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would be the Means, of obtaining a ſpeedier 
Redreſs, of ſuppreſſing thoſe unwarrantable 
Delays, the Merchants are expoſed to, in 
the two Departments ; from which the 


Cuſtom-Houſe-Officer reaps innumerable 


Advantages: and of checking them in 


their Reports, which, for ought the Mer- 


chant knows, may be falſe, erroneous, or 
infidious, either through the Malice, N- 
norance, or Covetouſneſs of their Officers, 
through Pique and Reſentment,"" or with 
a View of exerting their Power. Becauſe, 
it will tie them down, to a bare Narration 
of the Facts, and keep them from any Re- 
flections, either ut or unjuſt, true or 
falſe, in Favour or Disfavour of either the 
Merchants or the Offers : — Since by their 

L1BERALITY 


11 Thoſe Delays are ſo accumulated, that it is not uncom- 
mon for Memorials, from Merchants, to he unnoticed for 
many Weeks, nay for as many Months, before any An. 


ſwer be returned, eſpecially, if the Memorialiſts are not ac- 


quainted with the Means, of having their Memorials properly 
introduced, and it is Fact, that many have lain unanſwered, 
long after the Condemnation of the Goods in the Court of 
Exchequer, in which Caſe the Merchant's or Trader's Pro. 
perty is inevitably lolt, 


mm. That it may be the Caſe after the Publication of theſe 
Jueets, is molt Ukely. | 
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L1BERALITY in beſtowing Encomiums upon 
theſe laſt, as they frequently do in their Re- 
ports; — many an upright Character ſtands 
moſt 1LLIBERALLY arraigned before the 
Lords of the Treaſury, — and ſent back with 
a Stigma: to be recorded in the dark Annals, 
or loft, in the labyrinthic Proceedings of 
a Cuſtom- Houſe; whereby the Merchant's 
Reputation 1s ſtabbed, as it were in the 
Dark, in a Manner, altogether unknown 
to him, and nE himſelf, bereaved of that 
Countenance and Support, which his Cre- 
dit and Honour, would alone, entitle him 
to. 0» 


0 2 The 


un Theſe Motives are of ſo urgent a Nature, that it be- 
hoves the Aſſociation, to uſe every Intereſt, to ſtrain every 
Nerve, in Order to obtain a Redreſs, to this inquiſitorial 


. Way of Proceeding, which can never be remedied, but by 


bringing to open Day, the Proceedings, of both Merchants 
and Traders, Commiſ/ioners and Cuſtom- Houſe-Officers. 


0% There would be another Applicacion to be made, which 
would be, of very great Conſequeace, to the better Manage- 
ment of the Revenue, inaſmuch, as it would be of great Ser- 
vice to Trade and Commerce. But as the making of it, might 
appear to the Treaſury ſomewhat dictatorial, it will be as 
well to poſtpone it, Therefore 1 ſhall only mention it in 


this Note, and as a Deſideratum. | 
| The: - 
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The Application concerning the Econo- 
my of the Cuſtom-Houſe, which implies 


The Commiſſioners Places are, and have ever been filled 
by Gentlemen, — unacguainted with mercantile Buſineſs ; 
— they may perhaps have ſome Theory of it; yet in Re- 
gard to Practice, it may be ſaid with Truth, — that they are 
totally deficient. — Commerce is a Science, in which The- 
ory, is the leaſt Part of it. 


t 


I Conſtant Practice and Experience conſtitute zhe Mer- 
chant; and yet, as Trade and Commerce, are ſubdivided 
into a prodigious Number of Branches ; no one can ever pre- 
tend, but to a general, and in ſome Caſes only, to a more 
particular Knowledge of that Branch, he is engaged in. — 
Thus we diſtinguiſh ourſelves, by the Denomination of Ru/7a 
or We:/t-India, Spaniſh or Dalch, Italian or Hamburgh, and 
when not engaped in any particular Trade, by that of a g 
general Merchant. þ 


| ! Is it then not tobe wondered at! that the Boards of Com- 
miſhoners of the Cuſtoms, in the hee Kingdoms ſhould be 
filled up by Gentlemen — under s u Di/qualifications. | The 
Incongruity of which, is even taken Notice of, by their Sub- 
ſervients, the Cuftom- Houſe-Officers. They themſelves, I 


have very often heard, with, that Merchants, were appointed 
Commiſſioners, 


"— * 
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* 
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* 
1 


2 
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That is then the Application, we ſhould think of: not 

that I would have any of the preſent Commiſſioners removed; 
far from it: But in Caſe of Deceaſes or Removals, their 
Places, ought to be filled by Merchants, retired from and 

| totally, unconnected with Buſineſs, having due Regard, that 
| | TOLD X | they 
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the ſeveral ſtanding Rules and Orders, 
given by the Lords of the Treaſury to the 
Commiſſioners, Bench, and all other Ofi- 
cers, belonging to the ſeveral Cuſtoms in 
Great-Britain, 18 of more Conſequence, than 
may be thought at firſt. It will enable the 
Merchants, and every one concerned in 
Cuſtom- Houſe-Buſineſs, to know the Ex- 
tent and Power of both Commiſſioners and 
Officers ; what the Department, the par- 
ticular Buſineſs, and ſpecial Duty of each 
is; it will prevent Delays, ariſing from 
needleſs Enquiries and erroneous Applica- 
tions, to this or that Office, and the Mer- 
chants and Traders, and Public at large, 
will hkewiſe be informed, what are the 
Hours of Buſineſs in the ſeveral Offices at 
the Cuſtom-Houſes. 


There 


they ſhould be given to as many, as have been engaged in 


different Branches as poſſible. This is not an Uzepran, but 
a very practicable Plan to go upon. Nor has Adminiſtration 
to expect from ĩt but good, inaſmuch as they will at any Time 
meet with Merchants, properly qualified, for the Place, Theſe 


laſt would, it is true, become in that Department, the Servants 


of many, that in their former Station, were their Equals, or 
their Inferiors: but, they would ſoon riſe above it, by the Diſ- 
play and Exertion of ſuch Talents, to which the preſent 
Occvpiers may be juſtly ſaid, to be Strangers. 


1 
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There are Rules and Orders, concerning 
the Attendance of Cuſtom-Houſe Officers, 
referred to, in the Act of Tonnage and 
Poundage, paſſed in the 12th of Charles IT. 


the 18th Article of the ſaid Rules runs 


thus : 


The Officers, who fit above in the 
«© Cuſtom-Houſe of the Port of London, 
c ſhall attend the Service of their ſeveral 
« Places, from nine to twelve of the 


| * Clock in the Forenoon ; and one Officer, 


* or one able Clerk ſhall attend with the 
Book in the Afternoon, during ſuch 
« Time, as the Officers are appointed to 
« .wait at the Water-Side, for the better 


* deciding of all Controverſies, that may 


* happen concerning Merchants Warrants: 
« All other the Officers of the Out-Ports 
« ſhall attend every Day in the Cuſtom- 
40 Houſe of every reſpective Port, for Diſ- 
patch of Merchants and Shippers, be- 
« tween the Hours of nine of the Clock, 


„ and twelve in the Morning; and two 
f | 6 and 


LAH 
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* and four of the Clock in the After- 
©* noon.”” 


It is very ſtrange, that Out-Port-Officers, 
ſhall attend 7w7ice a Day, while in the Port 
of London, where perhaps centers one-third 
Part of all the Trade in the Kingdom, the 
Officers above ſhall attend but once. More- 

| over, 


PP Probably. Application of this Kind, ſo far as relates 
to the Obſervance of the 18th Article of the ſaid Rules, 
would lie with the Commiſſioners themſelves; and ſuppoſing, 
that a conſiderable Number of Merchants and Traders, Own- 
ers and Maſters of Ships were to join in a Budy, and demand 
Admittance into the Board-Room, I will not ſay by any 
Means, that if it was demanded much before Noon, or [7tl: 
after one o' Clock, it would be either too ſoon or too late; 
but admitting, that it was made in proper Time, they cer- 
tainly would not be admitted; — therefore it muſt be by 
Petition, which muſt he on the Table to be confidered, next 
to be referred to the proper Officers, to report thereon 3 and 
as there are Officers, that have been a great many Years in 
Office, there is no Doubt, but they would one and all echo 
the Anſwer given upon another Subject, by the Warehouſe- 
Keeper:* that for ſo many Years, as they have been in Of- 
fice, they have never ſeen ſuch a Thing. No; !nor thought 
of. !This Defe& of Thought, muſt be ſupplied by Appli- 
cation, from the Afectation, to the Treaſury, or elſe to the 
Heuſe of Comment. c 


® See Note Kk k, Page gs, 
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over, the Hours of Attendance are, ac- 
cording to the above Rules, but, from nine 
till twelve, 


What was thought, one hundred and 
twenty Years ago, a proper Time, is be- 
come, by the Change of Manners and an 
Alteration in the Mode of Living, a very 
improper Hour. — None of the Officers are 
to be ſeen in their Places before Ten, and 
it is often, full eleven o'Clock, before all 
the Seats are filled. 


This Irregularity, and their ſhort At- 
tendance beſides, are very inconvenient, and 
of great Hurt to Trade and Navigation. 
It is the manifeſt Cauſe of the Hurry and 
Confuſion for a Couple of Hours, or fo, 
which is ſo remarkable on the Eve, or on 


the ſucceeding Morning of Cuſton;-Houſe- | 


Holidays; — the diligent Maſters of Vel- 
ſels, endeavouring to get their Clearances, 


that they may ſet Sail before, and Merchants 


crouding afterwards, to have their Entries 
paſſed with a View to retrieve the Time 
loſt. The prodigious Increaſe of Buſineſs 
ſince the above-mentioned Epocha requires 

a 
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a more regular** and longer Attendance. 
Therefore it were to be wiſhed, that. it 
was fixed, from ten in the Morning till one 
o' Clock, and from four till fix in the Af. 
ternoon. 


ts BusINEss 
2 Were all Officers to > come at the ſame Hour, there 
would be no Jrregulaiity ; but it is otherways, and they leave 
of pretty near, as beſt ſuits them, or as they think, that they 
bave attended Time ſufficient. Nay, there is a Placart, af- 
fixed between the Limits, of two Offices, in the Long-Room, 
purporting, that after one o'Clock zo Entry ſhall paſs. 7 By 
whoſe Authority, I know not. But certain it is, that the 
Inhibition hath its full Effect. 1 
J do not intend any perſonal Reflexion upon the two Gen- 
tlemen in actual Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Offices ; ! far from it; 
for they are both civil and obliging; and one of them, who 


is very well verſed in Cuſtom-Houſe-Buſineſs, is ever ready 
to converſe on the Subject, and to give his beſt Advice, — 


I muſt add, that there are ſome more endowed with this 


obliging Turn, 


* This Diviſion of Service, in two Parts, would be very 
convenient to Buſineſs in general, inaſmuch as it would not 
interfere, with the Merchants Attendance, on the Royal-Ex- 
change, which begins at about the Time mentioned, and the 


Officer would have, three Hours for Relaxation and Refection. 


But the Misfortune is, that many of them live in the Suburbs, 
and ſome in the Country, which makes their Attendance to 
be /ate in Summer and Winter, both on Account of bad and 


fine Weather. 


It will be perhaps objected, that Officers, notwithftand- 
ing theſe freſh Orders, would fall * into the ſame Inob · 
ſetvance 
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Bus IN Ess Soul be CS on with more 
Regularity, no Confuſion, no Hurry, fewer 
or no Delays. 
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ſervance of them ;* to which I will ſay, that, if a Book 
was to be kept, in which every Officer was to ſet down his 
Name, with his own Hand, when he comes into his Office, 
$0, that the ſaid Book was to be by ten or fifteen Minutes at 
fartheſt, from the appointed Hour, in the Hands of the Se- 
cretary of the Aſſociation, who ſhould inform againſt the 
Tarriers or Abſenters, there would be no Doubt, of every 
Officer attending in proper Time. 


0 a 7 
= — 
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And inaſmuch as it is of late, become very faſhionable, 
for Orators in the Senate, and at Coachmakers-Hall, and 
for political Writers, to pledge themſelves to the Public, 
their Hearers or Readers; and being ever deſirous to out- 
do my Predeceſſors, I not only pledge my/elf, but alſo all 
my future Brethren, that, if the Method propoſed is follow- 
ed, every Officer, — high or low, — will be in his Place by 
the Time fixed, | 


* -? Quis cuſtodiat cuſtodes. 
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TR wh 54 
NECESSITY and EXPEDIENCY 


OF AN 


Aſſociation of Merchants, Mc. 


Fed 2 


HE laſt Remedies, are thoſe, we have 
within ourſelves, viz. 2 


The forming ourſelves, into a perpetual 
Aſſociation, with a View to protect its 
Members, againſt every Kind of Oppreſſion 
or Vexation, from Cuſtom-Houſe-Officers 
of every Denomination, fo ſupport one 
another, in every legal Suit, and to make 
ONE Common Cavsr. 


To the accompliſhing of which, I beg 
Leave to offer to thoſe, that are or may be 
| P 2 concerned 
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concerned 1 in the intended Aſſociation, the 


reren endes 
— * 5 „„ W +» * 5s %S b 4 E * 


AN .LCLE.1L 


That Merchants and Traders, of all Re- 
ligions and Parties, be admitted into the 
Aſſociation. 


The Aſſeciation in Dublin was formed upon 
that Plan; which is the moſt rational. — It 
matters Nothing at all, in the preſent Caſe, 
? what religious Belief the Subſcriber profeſſes, 
or, ? what political Opinions he entertains. 

The Qualification required, is, that he be, 


a Merchant, or, à Trader. 


ARTICLE II. 
That it be made perpetual. 


The Aſſociation ought to be made perpelual. 
Elſe wwe could expect but temporary Relief, and 
hardly that. — We are to lament, that ſuch an 
Inſtitution, as this, was not coeval with the 
firſt Inſtitution of the Revenue-Officers, and al- 
though we are to ſeek for preſent Relief, we 

are nevertheleſs to provide againſt future Evils, 
which aorll more or leſs exiſt, as long as the Eſta- 
ne bliſhment 
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blifhment of the Officers ſhall ſubfift, and is 
not to: be obtained but by the Permanency of the. 
Aſociation. 


A RF; 3-G+L:S: UI. 


That every Individual ſhall ſubſcribe 
L to be paid annually, or at ſtated Pe- 
riods, as the major Part of the Subſcribers 
ſhall agree at the firſt Meeting, and engage 
to be: a PERPETUAL MEMBER and SuB- 
SCRIBER of the Aſſociation, under the Pe- 
nalty of loſing the Benefit thereof. 


The Subſcription- Money might be 41. 45. 
which, I apprebend, will be thought a very 
moderate Sum, although its being ſufficient or 
enſufficient, depends entirely upon the Number 
of Subſcribers, and the Buſineſs, that will 
come to Hand. | 

The Expences will be great at firſt, and it 
will be better, to have Plenty of Caſh, that our 


Operations, may not be retarded, for the Want 


of it. 

Next to that, the moſt eminent Counſellors, 
are to be retained, and the beſt Lawyers, to be 
employed, and with ſuch Advantages to them, 
as will induce them, ta make Uje of their beſt 

me * Abilities, 
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Abilrties, in the Profecution of the Undertaking ; 
and we are to att upon the fame Principle in 
Regard, to the Regiſter, and Clerk or Clerks, &c. 
of which fler LA 


AKT 10 L E Iv. 

"The Subſcr iption-Book, to be opencd, for 
ſuch a limited Time, as the Majority of the 
Subſcribers ſhall think proper at the firſt, 
ſecond or third Meeting: and none to be 
admitted after that Period, but upon paying 
a Fine, (ſuch as ſhall be fixed upon) and 
beſides, all the Subſcription- Money from 
the Day of its Inſtitution. 


is is with a View, to induce People, to 
Kae NR the firſt, of the Inſtitution. 


ARTICLE . 


Some Exceptions are to be made to the 
above Article: In Caſe of Misfortunes, 
the Member, that would be admitted anew, 
-as,a Subſcr iber, ſhould have no F. ine, nor 


"BY Lr to pay. 


AR bs ha 10 LE VI. 

A People commencing Buſineſs, ſhould be 
admitted without Fine, or Payment of Ar- 
| | ears, 


„ & 8 | £4. £ 
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rears, provided they ſubſcribe, within a Vear, 


Tron their et into Buſineſs, 


ART ICL E Vn. 
To fix upon a proper Place for the Meet- 


ings, as near the Royal-Exchange, as poſ- 
ſible. 


ARTICLE VII. 


To. have general Meetings at ſtatga 
Times. 


A R THC UR R. 
To have a Committee of twenty-one 


Subſcribers, made up, as much as poſſible, 


of Members, from the different Branches 
of Trade and Commerce. 


ART FCL EX: 

This laſt Committee to appoint ſeven of 
their own Members, to be a ſelect Com- 
mittee, to fit twice a Week, about Buſi- 
neſs ; vis, Mondays and Wedneſdays, from. 
Noon till two o'Clock. 


e 
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COS RTE D'S, xl. 


The Committee of twenty-one to meet 
once a Month, and a general Meeting to 


be at ſtated ne one or twice a Year. | 


3117 


ARTICLE XI. 


: 


e201 


” P rhe 
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The Committee of twenty-one, to be cho- 
ſen, at the general Meeting, and to have a 
Power veſted in them, to chooſe a Preſi- 
dent, a Vice-Preſident, and a Secretary; 
although it would be better, if the above 
Officers, were choſen, at a general Meet- 


ing, and to be returned yearly. | 


— 


ARTICLE XIII. 


Beſides, there ſhould be a Regiſter and 
a Clerk, and, a Meſſenger or Porter, theſe, 
to be in conſtant Attendance, from ten or 
eleven o'Clock till four, and from fix in the 


OT till oe. . 


XR TI CIE XIV. 


The Preſident, Vice- Bus ene Commit - 


tee, and ſelect Committee, Member and 


Secretary, muſt be novoRARY Employs. 


A R 
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ARTICLE XV. 


There muſt be an Office provided with 
proper Accommodations, for the Reception 
of Committees, Secretary, Regiſter, and 
Clerk. 


" ARTICLE XVI. 


The Regiſter to receive Complaints, and 
Informations, that they may be laid be- 
fore the Committee, to act, as the Caſe 
ſhall require. 6 


ARTICLE XVII. 


It mould be a ſtanding Rule with the 
Aſſociation, whenever, any of her Members, 
have made Application, to the Committee 
for Redreſs, and this laſt, hath taken, the 
Affair into Conſideration, and in Hand, 
— that the applying Member ſhall not be 
at Liberty, to ſettle or compromiſe with 
Officers, except, he hath firſt obtained the 
Conſent and Approbation of the Commit- 
tee, for ſo doing ; which Conſent or Ap- 
probation, muſt be in Writing, and ſigned 
by ſuch a Number of the Committee, as 


Q_ {hall 


Fig _» The Neceſſity of un 
ſhall be appointed for that Purpoſe, and 


alſo by the n and Sc "I the 
Regiſter.. 


If the Reftraint, laid by the foregoin ng Arti- 
cle, i is thought, to be prejudicial to the Members, 
it may be diſpenſed with. 

I think, it would not be improper, to lay 
fome trifling Fees upon Tranſactions relati ng 
to Regiſter and Clerks, not to exceed 6d. or 1 5. 
which 8 8 tute Purt OY their Salaries. 


ARTICLE XVII. 

To retain by the Year, or for. a certain 
Number of Years, Counſellors , and alſo 
to fix, on ſome Lawyers, for the Purpoſe 
of carrying on our Suits ; and they, to enter 
into Bonds, with ſuch Members of the 
Committee, as ſhall be fixed upon : "never 
to give, their Advice or Opinion, or to un- 
dertake any Suit, relating to the Cuſtoms, 
for any Perſon or Perſons whatever, 
throughout Great-Britain, except ſuch Per- 
ſon or Perſons be actual Members, of the 
Aſſociation, and alſo never to undertake, 
at any Time, any Suit relating to Revenue 

25 in 
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in the Exchequer, or any other of his Ma- 
jeſty's Courts, againſt any of the ac 


"Members, of the ſaid Aﬀociation, under the 
Penalty of. { and the Loſs of their 


Employment, with the Aſſociation. 


The Meaning of this Bylaw is obvious. 
Lawyers thus employed, by the Aſſociation, muſt 
of Courſe, acquire by. ſuch Practice, a perfect 
(Knowledge, of the Laws relating to Cuſtoms, and 
it would be improper, that they ſhould be at 
Liberty, to make Uſe of their Abilities, in Fa- 


wour of People, — not belonging to the Aſſo- 


ciation, — inaſmuch as it would go counter the 
Intention, of the Inſtitution, which is: that her 
Members alone, ſhould reap the Benefit ariſing 
from it; and were they allowed at any Time, to 
be employed, by the Revenue; it might be at- 


. tended with ſtill worſe Conſequences. Yet, al- 


though Lawyers, ſhall be conſtantly retained, 
they are nevertheleſs, to have their Fees as uſual: 
and Members, on the other Hand ſhall be at 
Liberty, to employ Others ; but then, it muſt be 
at their own Coſts. 

The Meaning of retaining Counſellors, and 


"of empliying ſeveral Lawyers, is not only with 


"this View, that by having many Opinions, 


-Q'2 and 
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and adviſing with ſeveral Lawyers, the Inten- 
tions of the Aſſociation may be the better ful- 
filled; but, furthermore, — that the Mem- 
bers of the Aſſociation, may pleaſe them- 
ſelves, with the Choice of ſuch, as they ſhall 
have the better Opinion of, in the conducting of 
their Suit. 0 


ARTIC LE XIX. 


There ſhould be an Agreement entered 
mto, with ſome of the public daily Papers, 
for Publications, from the Aſſociation; ſuch 
as general Meetings and other Occurrences. 
In which Paper ſhould be publiſhed, an al- 
phabetical Lift of the Names of all the Sub- 
ſeribers; and of ſuch, as ſhall afterwards 
become Members; alſo the Names of the 
Preſident, Vice-Preſident, Committee-Men, 
Secretary, Regiſter, &c. of the Counſellors 
retained, and Lawyers employed; that no 
one, appertaining to the Afocration, ſhall 
conceal his Name; but on the contrary : 

may aſſume the MERIT of belonging to 
At! | 


'Such Paper, if poſſible, ſhould be of no 
| Party, and in . to 1 Buſineſs, and 
political 
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political Afairs, ought to be confined, to the plain 
Narration of bare Facts, and be chiefly in- 
tended, for the Publication of whatever relates to 
Trade and Navigation; and at the End of either 
every fix, or twelve Months, there ſhould be, an 
Index publiſhed, containing the Heads of the 
moſt material Occurrences; a Paper conducted 
upon fuch a Plan would be of infinite Service to 
the Members of the Aſſeciation, and to Mer- 
chants and Traders in general; and, I appre- 
hend, it is not foreign, to the Plan, of the in- 
tended Aſfociation, tobe concerned in, or, to have 


fuch a one, publiſhed under her Patronage. 


ARTICLE XX. 

The Want of a well arranged, and me- 
thodical Book of Rates, is felt every Day; 
the Aſeciation ought to give great Encou- 
ragement, to any able Compiler, that would 
undertake the Taſk, and upon this Plan, 
VIS. 

That after the firſt Publication; which 
- ought to be as ſpeedy as poſſible, there ſhall 


be an Appendix publiſhed at the End of 


every Seſſion of Parliament, for the four 
| Years 
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Years'next following, and every five Years 
recompile the Whole and publiſh it, as a 
new Work; Thus at the End of ſuch Pe- 
riod, there would be a new complete Book 
of Rates, which ought to contain the 
Precis or Heads of all the Acts of Parlia- 
ment, relating to the Cuſtom-Houſe- 
Revenue, even of thoſe, that are expired, 
properly diſtinguiſhed from thoſe that are 
temporary and in Force. There ſhould be 
alſo a Vocabulary at the Beginning of the 
Book, of all technical and obſolete Words, 
alſo of ſuch, the Meaning of which is not 
obvious; and an Explanation of them all. 
There oughtto be alſo, a Plan of the Cuſ- 
tom-Houſe-Keys, and of every Story of the 
Cuſtom-Houſe itſelf, with proper References 
to every Office, and a complete Liſt of all the 
Officers, belonging to the Cuſtom-Houſe, the 
Nature of their Offices, the Names of the 
Poſſeſſors, thoſe of their Deputies, their 


Salaries, the practical Method of paſſing | 


Debentures, and of applying for Premi- 
ums and Bounties, the Form of Petitions 
to the Commiſſioners, to the Treaſury, the 
Attorney-General: and in ſhort; the Eco- 
xoMy of the Cuſtom-Houſe. 
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The Uti liey of a method. cal and, well digeſted 
Book: Rates, needs not to be inſiſted. on; that 
of . a. geometrical ; Plan of every Story in tbe 
Cutom-Houſe, with the propoſed References, 
would enable us, to be better acquainted. with 
every Part of the Houſe, The Knowledge. of 
the Names of the Poſſeſſors of the ſeveral Offi- 
ces, and of their Deputy; when filled up by 
ſuch, will not only furniſh us, with a better In- 
fight of the Cuftom-Houſe, but prevent Mig 
takes,in ſuing the Deputy, inſtead of the Maſter ; 
an Inſtance of which, did happen not long ago. 


ARTICLE XXI | 

A Collection of Reports and Precedents, 
relating, to Cuſtom-Houſe-Reyenue-Law- 4 

| Suits, would be of infinite Service. There 1 
is no Compilation of the Kind, that I know, 4 
of, in Print, and, if any in Manuſcript; to \ 
purchaſe it, would be a valuable Acquiſi- 
tion, to the Aſſociation. But, as I appre- 
hend, that there is none exiſting ; the A+ 
fociation. ought, in my Opinion, to offer 
very great Encouragement, to ſome of our 
e that would undertake it, to which. 
ſhould is 
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ſhould be ſubjoined a copious Index ; the 
Work to be carried on periodically, in the 
fame Manner, as mentioned in Reſpect 
of the Book of Rates : and to ſuch a Com- 
pilation ought to be prefixed, by Way of 
Inſtitute of the Laws of EXCREQUET 3 ; the 
Pratti ce of that Court. 


The Utility of ſuch a Compilation, is as bi- 
ous, as that of the Book of Rates; and I would 
propoſe, that every Subſcriber be preſented 
with both. The Compilers being paid a gene- 
rous Price, would exert their utmoſt Abili- 
ties, to bring their Work as near to Perfection, 
as the Nature of Things, does admit of, and the 
Merchants and Traders, would be in Poſſeſſion of 
Works of the greateſt Utility, fo far as relates 
ro the Practice of Cuſtoms, and Theory of its 
Revenue-Laws ; the Study of which is not ſo 
cultivated, as it would be, but for Want of 
proper Means of Iuſtruction, and, I think, it 
would be adviſeable, that the Copy-Right of 
theſe Works, ſhould be kept by the Aſſoctation, ſo 
that they might not be bad for Money, but only 
by Subſcribers ; the which, in all Probability, 
would be a farther Inducement, to become a 
Member of the Aſeciation, 


There 
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here is @ Book under the Title of, The 
complete Practice of the Court of Exche- 
quer, printed in the Year 1737, and ſaid in 
the Title-Page, by à Gentleman of rhe 
Exchequer-Offie>, \ altÞn#h it ir, as dfpears 
evidently from the Preface, the Work of a 
Cuſtom- Houſe-Officer. The Book is out of Print, 
and the barbarous Latin of all the Forms uſed 
in the Exchequer, is ſuch, (beſides its being 


printed in Gothic Letters) that one would 


wiſh them, turned into good Latin or Eng- 
liſh, and to have à better and more complete 
Edition of the Whole. 


As a Proof of what I feat. of the Latin, 


which I know to be the Law-Latin, T will 
tranſcribe only two of the Titles, relating to 
Informations: | 


Fo. 336. Informatio pro duplic' Valor' 
Bon' forinſec' eſkippat' ad exportand' & 
poſtea diſcarcat abſque preſentia Officiar & 
ad Man' Def tis devent”. 

Fo. 337. Informatio pro dand' Munus, 
anglice, A Bribe, Officiar Cuſtum,” 


Here it is obſervable, how the ſedulous Offi- 
cer, by tranſlating the Word Munus, ſeems to 
R 2 put 


CON- 
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put his Readers in Mind, of what may be done, 


and indeed of what is often done. 
N. B. This Book might as well, if not bet» 


ter, make Part of the Book of Rates 
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AM very ſenſible, how deficient, the a- 

bove Outlines may prove ; that I may 

be miſtaken, in many of the Remedies, we 

are to ſeek for, and that the Inſtances given 

of the Complaints and Grievances, are but 

very faint Sketches, of thoſe we labour 
under. 


For the Truth of this Aſſertion, I appeal 
to the woful Experience, of moſt of my 
Readers. 


The Miſtakes I am under, reſpecting the 
Remedies, may be amended, and the PLan 
better digeſted, by the Concurrence of Peo- 
ple of ſound Judgement, and accumulated 
Experience: to ſuch, I ſhall reſign the Taſk, 
and ſubmit the Whole to their Deciſions. 


Ir my Intentions are not diſregarded, and 
on the contrary countenanced, it will af- 
ford me the higheſt Satisfaction, and I 
ſhall think myſelf happy, that I may 
have the Liberty, to co-operate in the Pro- 
ſecution of them; and reſt contented, if 1 
| K-42 am 
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am allowed, to claim the trifling Merit of 
having pointed a Road, which, if purſued 
with Steadineſs, Perſeverance and Unani- 
mity, will not fail to conduce us, if not to 
ALL, at ſeaſt, to the greateſt P. Part of the Ends 
propoſed; rs rang 


* 
* e 8 
0 
. 
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SHOULD we meet, both with the Lords of 


the Treaſury, and the Houſe of Commons, 
with that Readineſs, to liſten to our Com- 
plaints, and to redreſs our Grievances, that 
the Magnitude of the Evils complained 
of, and the great Conſequence, Trade and 
Commerce, are to theſe Nations, entitles us 
to; Iwill in Return take the Liberty, if 1 
am permitted, to offer to Adminiſtration, 
ſome Thoughts, which J am inclined to 
ſuppoſe, if attended to, would tend to the 


Improvement of Trade and Commerce; ; 
and alſo, inform the Managers of the Re- 


venue, of ſome male Practices, of which they 
have no Notion ; and point Methods, that 
would prevent them, ſo far, as is practi- 


cable, among that particular Set of People, 
] have 1 in View, 


5 i INDEX. 


en and Severity of ſeveral Laws, proved by 


Inſtances, cuncerning the Importation of Staves 


, UH Sw ein 9 


Abyla and Calpe. See Calpe and Abyla. 
AX concerning colouring Aliens Property. Its exceſſive Se- 


verity = = = = = = = = — = —- = 
Enacted in Edward VI.'s Reign - - = = = 
Ought to be repealed ' = C 
Seems to be a Law enacted, not ſo much for the Profit 

of the Revenue, as for the Benefit of the Officers 
What Penalty would be the moſt equitable - = 


61 
61 


2 Navigation. Strictures on it — = 2, 38, 39, &c. 
Ought to be amended = = - = = = - 52, 62 


Is atrocious in Regard to foreign Nations — 


Its Effect upon Navigation = - = n 


Obje&ions and Anſwers thereto = = = = = 


What Amendment ſhould be made init = — 657, 68 


AR of Tonnage and Poundage contains Rules concerning 
the Attendance of Cuſtom- Houſe-Officers = = 

Ads cannot have a Retroſpet = = = = = = 
As concerning Trade and Commerce are, for the moſt Part, 
defetive = = = = = = = - « 
Cauſes of dach Deen 


Has of Parliament. The Severity of many is ſtrongly ; 


marked in ſome modern ones 


65 


102 
8 


54 
34. 


59 
A. 
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4. relating to Revenue, Often blended with other 
22 Ee en EE I OE 
Almonds, Grow in all the mild Regions of the Globe 37 
n— Oil. See Oil of Almonds. 4 
Ales Cicotrina. The Growth of Saccotora, in Africa - 70 
Imported by the Eaft- India Company, as being of the 
Growth of „ 70 
Ovught to be ſeized, when ſo imported; upon what 
a, > os -  - — 79 
Alteration (Application for an) in the Court of Exche- 
quer, in condemning Goods wrong entered 533, 82, 83 
Hherations in political Conſtitutions, according to Cir- 
| cumſtances, promote their Perfeftion — N. 55, 56 
Ambiguity of Laws, and Means of obtaining Remedies = 51 
Animals. See Carnivorous Animals. _ 
Auiſeed. Where it groweth = = — = — = = 77 
I From whence uſually imported |= —- - = 77 
That of Germany and of Spain cannot ſometimes be 
diſtinguiſhed e ee eme 
Arbitrators, their Uſefulneſs in doubtful Caſes — 80 
Articles, ſeveral ought to be determined by the Naviga- 
 tion-AQ, which are of the Growth or not of the 
Growth? - = = = = =, = 68 
Their Arrangement not only poſſible, but alſo very 
uſe full! - - - = - = - - - 69 
Aſhes, entered ad Yalorem, Inſtance of the Cuſtom- 
Houſe-Officers Proceedings thereon = — - 6 
Aſfeciation of Merchants, Its Utility = - x 
One of thoſe Remedies, which we have within our- 


Pa ages 


ſelves = = = r —_ —- - $4,107 
Plan and Articles relating thereto = - =— = 108, &c. 
Is to admit People of any Perſuaſion = —- — 108 
To be perpetual, and why ?' = = = = = = 108 
Subſcription-Money, what - = = - - - = 109 


Time 
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Time of Subſcription = —- = —- = 110 
Exceptions to the above Article = «= = - = 110 
Place of Meetings = = = = = --= 16 
Time of Meetings = = - = . —— 111 
A Committee of twenty-one Members = = = = 111 
A ſelect one of ſeven Ditto out of the twenty-one = 11x 
Time of the Meetings of the Committee = = = 112 
Clerks and Attendants = = = = 112 
Honorary Employs = = - = = 112 
Office for its Reception = = = = = = = = 113 
No Member to ſettle with the Cuſtom-Houſe-Offi- 
cers, without Conſent of the ſelect Committee — 113 
Counſellors and Lawyers to be retained by the Year 114 
Public daily Paper for their Publications - 116 
New Book of Rates = » = - 117 
Compilation of Reporrs and Precedents relating to 
the Cuſtom-Houſe Revenue-Law-Suits = = = 119 
Ought to apply, either to the Treaſury, or the 
Houſe of Commons, for better Attendance of the 
Cuſtom-Houſe-Officers = = = — — = — 103 
Avignon (County of) its geographical Predicament — 43 
Goods of its Growth, — not liable to pay the French 
Duty, yet made ſubject to it; according to the er- 
poneous Practice of Cuſtom-Houſe-Officers = 43, 44 


B. 
Bank- Note, its magical Effet = = = — = = — 72 
Bayonne. Kid-Skins imported from thence ought to be 
admitted as Spaniſh, and why? = —- = = — 46 
Brei Wax. The Production of Afia, Africa, Europe, 
and America — — — — — — 68, 69 
Several Kinds thereof =» = = '= » = 69 


No Proof of its Growth can be given = = — 69 
| | Bidaſſoa, 


N 
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" Bidaſſoa, a River that divides France from Spain - — 45 
Bills of Sight. Can be obtained WT Een: 3 
 Objeltion thereon, and Anſwer to t 20, 21 
To whom they may be granted, according to the 
ninth Article, of the Inſtructions relatin g to Cuſtoms 21 
Board of Commiſſioners, Their Anſwer to a Merchant's | 
JJ ͤͤ ͤ I Pa — - -, 23 
What they are in dubious Caſes? = = = =, 33, 34 
To prevent the Cuſtom-Houſe.Officers Inatten- 
dance or coming late — - = - - - -"106 
Boat of Rates. Which is the beſt? = = = = — - 76 
A new complete one = = = = = 11, 118 
— additional, or, Act of Geo. I. makes no Mention 
of Goods of ſuch or ſuch a Manufatture = = - 40 
And why? = = = = © - - - - - - 40 
Brandies (French). Imported from Dunkirk, and admit- 
ted to au Ent 40, 41 
How imported, when at War with France? = = 41 
Imported from Holland, admitted to an Entry; but 
would be ſeized, if from Bremen, Embaen, or 
Hamburgh = = = = 4, 42 
Briefs (Lawyers). Many are never read, or, but cur- 
ſorily, and in Court only = - 3 


F 

Calpe and Alyla. Ancient Names of the European and 
African Shores in the Straits of Gibraltar — = 66 
Cantbarides. It is impoſſible to tell, of what Growth _- 
they are 44 
Their Entry is ſeldom ſtopt, for the above Reaſon 45 
If imported from Nice, cannot be entered with Cer- : 
tainty, as French, or not French » = = = = 44 
Found in Sweden 77 
|  Carnivorous 


ook 
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Cartivorou: Animals, The Naturaliſts Obſervation on 
them = = = = = = « = <4 - =- = 26 
Carraway-Seed. An Inſtance of its being entered, and 
cleared, as Cumin-Seed = = = = = 16 
Entered partly as Cumin-Seed, partly as Carraway. s- 
Seed, and both cleared under different Denomi- 
nations, though it really was, all Carraway-Seed = 18 
Its Deſcription and Difference from Cumin-Seed = 18 
Cevennen. Carnage done there, ſome Years ago, by a 
Wild Beaſ.. = = = = = = =- 26 
Chriftmas-Day. Might be kept the Sunday next following 8g 
Charne/s. The Want of it, in many of our Laws rela- 
ting to Cuſtoms and Duties, induces into Errors = 51 
Clerk, One ought to be appointed by the Treaſury, to 
receive Memorials from Merchants and Traders, 
and forward Anſwers thereto «= « 96, 97 
Clerks in the Long- Room. Some are veſted with Power 
to ſeize Goods = = = = — 235, 26 
Clover -Sced. Imported from Flanders, of the ſame 
Growth, and in one Ship. Part thereof ſtopt by 
the Officer, as being French, afterwards cleared 
as not French, and why? = = = = = 71,72 
Part thereof ſeized and proſecuted in the Court of 
Exchequer as French = — « << = 72 
| Sworn to by the Officers as ſuch = nk — 72 
Sworn alſo by the Plaintiff's Witneſſes as Dutch = 72 
Both Parties forſworn, it being truly of Flemiſb Growth 74 
Clover. The Growth of Aa only = ' = = 68 
Collector of the Cuſtoms. Part of his Inftruftions = = 21 
Colouring of Alien's Property (Act concerning). Ought 
to be repealed = = = = — —- 57, 59 
Commiſſioners and Cuſtom- Houſe Officers. Their Deſcription 94, 
Commiſſioners. Application to be made to them, for the 
better Attendance of the Officers = — = = 103 
5 Their 
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Their Places are filled by Gentlemen unacquainted 
with mercantile Buſineſs 1c 
The actual ones, may have ſome theoretical, but 
no practical Knowledge thereof = - 100 
Commiſſioners of Caſtoms. Merchants want to be informed 
of the ſtanding Rules and Orders given to them go, 94 
Committees of the Aſſociation. One of twenty-one Sub- 
ſcribers = = = =, = =, = — = - 111 
Its Power - = = = = = = = = - - - 112 
A ſele& one of ſeven Members = = —- = = = 111 
Commens. See Houſe of Commons. . 
Compilation of Reports, c. relating to Caſſom-Honſe- Re- 
venue · Laav-Suits, very uſeful = = - — 119, 120 
Complaints to the Board. Not the Means to obtain Redreſs 19 
Concluſion of this Work = = = — — 123 
Conflitution (political). Remark therein — — 55, 56 
Centents of this Work. Their Certainty depends upon 
Facts, and Obſervations, being the Reſult of Ex- 
perience « = = = = = — — = - - Xi 
Cornwall. The Working of Mines very extenſive in = 56 
Counſellors. Are to be retained by the Aſſociation = = 114 
Court of Exchequer. See Exchequer. 
Cumin-Seed. Its Deſcription, and Difference from Car- 
raway-Seed = == = = — — < — —- = 18 
Cuſtom-Honſe Holidays. Ovught to be aboliſhed. See 
Holidays = = = = = = = = = $3, 8, &c. 
— — Laut. Their Spirit - - - - 14 
—— — Layer, ſuppoſed well verſed in the 
Knowledge of Maps = = = = - = = 42, 43 
Cuſtom- Hou/e- Officers, What is meant thereby? — Adv, 
Their Yexations, Impoſitions and Depredations are 
ſo many, that it is impoſſible to enumerate them 1 
Their Proceedings often illegal! = =—- 12 
Meaning of the Law concerning their Duty - — 4 
Tendencies of their ill Proceedings = = = 4 
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Bad Conſequences thereof = = — —- = = = 5 
Which are not mere Poſſibilities, but Facts 6 
? Why Merchants do not ſue _—_— Officers = '—= 8,9 
Inſtance of their Boldneſs” -' ='=' — —- - - 10 
Their Negligence or Ignorance detrimental to the 
Merchants = — = = = = : = Ig 
Several Inſtances thereof = = — = — = = 15, &c. 
| Inſtance of their fraudulent Rapacity = = = = 22 
Compared to Highwaymen - = - = — 23 
"Their Rapacity increaſes by Degrees =— = 2zg 
Inſtance of their Knowledge in Geography = =— 41 
Make Uſe of ill- founded Pretenſions to ſeize Goods 47, 77 
Rules concerning their Attendance = = — = = 102 
Their irregular and fort Attendance, hurtful to Trade 
and Navigations — - =- 104 
Should attend more regularly and longer, Buſineſs 
being much increaſed, ſince the paſſing of Rules, 
concerning their Attendance = — = = 104, 105 
Their Attendance twice a Day, would be very con- 
venient, and uſeful to Buſineſs in general = =— 105 
Cu/tom- Houſe Revenue-Law. ? Which is the moſt dubious 
Part? —U—U— «= - - = 2 32 
Very 9 = = = - — — —- —- — — 63 
—— — — Law-Suits, Reports and Prece- 
dents thereon, greatly wanted = = — — = 119 


D. 


Debentures, An Office ought to be created for paſſing 
| them, in a more regular Manner = - — 53, 90, 92 
Drato's Laws. Deſcription thereof '= = — = = 57 
His ſuppoſed Motives for enacting them = — = 57 
Drugs, Their Importation, of the Growth, or not 
of the Growth, is one of the greateſt Sources of 
Vexations „ ‚ a ern!” an: on. 7 es” ow... ne,” WP”. 


S 2 Whether 


— —¾ —— — 
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Whether of the Growth, or net of the Groth, is, 
the moſt dubious Part of the Cuſtom-Houle-Re- 
venue-Law / 32 

Very ambiguou = = = = = 64 

? How diſtinguiſhed - - = - - 32 

. ? What are thoſe of the Growth - = = = = 32 

Of the Growth or manufactured, are different = 32, 33 

Such a Diſtinction omitted = -- —- - = 33, 38 

Which are of the Growth or not, ought to be deter- 
mined, by a new At «+ = — = = 52, 72 to 80 
Dubious Caſes (in). How the Officers ought to act — 20, 80 
Dublin, A remarkable Inſtance, which happened there xii 
Application made of it — = - - xiv 
Dunkirk. Merchants there, are Ambidexters = = = = 30 

Though belonging to France, is deemed to be Part of 
Flanders = = = = = 4» - — —- — — - 41 

Or Part of France, as beſt ſuits the Cuſtom-Houſe- 
OB + -oi- 7-4 Xx - - 42 

Duties en Wines. Difference between the Out-Port, and 
the London Duties = = — — = — —- — 60 
Duty. Additional one of 5 per Cent, on the Amount of | 
former Duties = = = = = = = 7 


Page, 


Faft-India-Company. Extenſion of their Trade- = 70 

Hath no Right, to an unlawful Importation of Goods 70 
Economy. of the Cuſtom: Houſe, The Merchants and Tra- 

ders to be acquainted therewith — —- = 118 

Such Knowledge of great Conſequence = » = = 100 


Edward VI. The Ad Fongerging colour ing of Aliens Pro- 


perty was enaRted in his Reign = = += = = 57 


Elephants Teeth. The Production both of Aa and Africa 68 
No Proof can be given; from whence they are - 69 
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Engliſh Merchants, Many ſettled in foreign Parts, car- 
ry on Smuggling = = - = =  — - — 
Have no Trade with Rouffillon = = = = = = 
Entering (Method of) Goods ad Valorem = = — = 
Entry of Cantharides is ſeldom ftopt = =» - = — = 
Exchequer, Inſtance of a Suit there, about Importation 
of Oſtrich-Feathers = ss = = 


Its Practice in condemning Goods, wrong entered, 
deſcribed = = <= on 


=, . — — 


U 
42 
2 


45 
49 


83 


Miſchief ariſing from ſuch a Praftice = - — < 84 
Alteration of this Practice propoſed — — = 82, 85 


Extortionary Principle of Commiſſioners and Managers of 


Cuſtoms, and Inſtances thereof = == = = = 


f 


F. 


7 


Fellmongers (Spaniſh). In what Manner they diſpoſe of 


theirKid-Skin — = = » wo = '— - 


Flies (Spaniſh). See Cantharides. 


47 


France, and French Dominions, Their Diſtinftion = = 43 


French Brandies. See Brandies. 


— Goods, They are not diſtinguiſhed in Ireland 


from others, in Regard to Importation = = = 
— Vine. See Wines. 


Wes 


Gibraltar, no Part of Great-Britain, although Part of her 


(Goods, from the Place of the Growth, or not of the 


Growth, their Importation, is the greateſt Source 


— of the Growth. It is impoſſible to enter them always 


with Certainty, which is proved by ſeveral Inſtances 


Ought 
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Page. 
Ought to be determined, which would be very uſeful 1 


No Proofs can be given, and why? = — — 76, 77 
Goods unrated. ? How imported = = ! 2 
Obſervations thereon = = = = = = = 3 
of Dutch Manufacture, an Inftance of | 
their Importation = = = = = SES)! OS 9 
— - wrong entered, Practice of the Court of Exchequer 83 
Growth, | What it means — 35 
Its Difference from as Wh - - = == 35 
Guildhall. Revenue-Cauſes ought to be determined there 85 


H. 


Herefordſhire. - Part of it incloſed in Brecknockſhire = = 44 
Holidays of the Cuftom- Houſe. Are an Object of Complaint 85 
Their Origin, and how ſpent? - = - — — 86 
Ought to be abrogated, and why? = — = 86, 89 
Their Diviſion, Number, and Origin = - — 66, 87 
Are needleſs = ::! —— 86, 87 
Are not kept by Cuſtom-Houſe-Officers, | according 
to Law, = === = = — 27, 88 
Are the Cauſe of many Delays » - —— 86, 88 


— 
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Honerary Empleys of the Aſſociation n 112 
Hours of Attendance at the Cuſtom-Houſe 102 
Houſe of Commons. Petitions to them are ſome of the Re- 
medies, we are to apply for = = - —- = - 52 
Merchants are not repreſented there = = - = 54 
? When and by whom firſt called together = = — $54 
Application to be made to them for the better At- 
tendance of -Cuſtom- Houſe-Officers = = = = 103 


"Sag 


. Jwportation of Goods and Drugs from the Place of the 


Grewth, or not of the Growth, a new Act relating 
thereto, is wanteft & 52 


Importation 


S 135 
| Page. 
Importation of Goods in Great*Britain in foreign Ships, 
allowed by an Act paſſed during the preſent Seſſion 
under certain Reſtriftions — = — — — — 68 
Inſtructions relating to the Office and Duty, of a Collec. 
tor of Cuſtoms = = = = —— - 21 
Triſh Merchants. This Work is inſcribed to them alſo, 
and why? = = = = = = — xv 
Their Trade is not ſubje& to the ſame Laws, as that 
of Grear-Brifain = od - = oe - 42 
Jobn, King of England, called firſt, the Commons to- 
gether = - = = = = 54 


K. 


Kent. That Part of it, which lies in Z/ex, is no Part 
— — 44 
Kid - Skins, in the Hair, imported from Bi/cay, are ſeized, 
if the Importer does not declare them to be French 45 
When 1mported from ſuch a Place, as Bayonne, ought 
to be admitted, as Spaxi/h Skins, and why ? — 46, 47 
In what Manner Spaniſb Fellmongers diſpoſe of 
theirs? — — —- - - —- —- - —- —- - 47 
Upon what Ground, the Officers deem them, to be 


French 99 aw. 0 — — H — — — Nas 47 


King John. See John. 


L. 


Land-Pirates, a Nickname given to the Water-Side 
Officers = - = = = = - — =- - 26 
Laws. Merchants ought to be acquainted with — — 27 
Reaſons, why they are not = = —- — — 27, 28 
Are to be held in Veneration = - — = 51 

Sometimes ambiguous, — not clear enough, — too 
rigorous, — or aggrieved by their Miniſters = - 51 
Inſtances 
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Inſtances of their Severity, exemplified by ſeveral 
Acts, concerning the Importation of Staves, and 
| Oak-Bark = «= = «a = - - - -,- 61 
Lawyers. Their Ingenuity in over-awing Witneſſes = 73 
? What their Motto ought to be =. = = — 73 
To be retained by the Aﬀociation = < = = = 114 

(Ours) muſt be encouraged in making a Compilation 

ö of Reports and Precedents, relating to Cuſtom- 
Houſe-Law-Suits - = = 119 


| M. 
| Mace. Is of the Growth of 4fia = = = = = = 68 
1 Manufacture. Its Difference from Growth « - — 35 
| This Word is left out of the Cuſtom-Houſe Voca- 
bular = = = = == =, = =, = 33, 38 
How this is to be underſtood ? = = = 38 
No Mention made of it, in Reſpect to Drugs, in the 
Act of Navigation, nor in the additional Book of 
Rates, or Act of Geo. . - - - = = = 39,40 
And why? = = - = = —- = — - —- - 40 
Mafter, One of the Officers in the Ling s-Bench - - N. gz 
ö | Meetings of the Aſſeciation = — -'- - _ - 111 
* : The Pla 111 ' 
$ — Time - —- - —— - 112 I 
| | Members of the Aſſociation, Not to ſettle with the Cuſtom-+ 
E - Houſe· Officers, without Conſent of the ſelect 
1 Committ(eeeeeeeeee = - -  —- - - 117 
1 Memorials to the Treaſury. One of thoſe Remedies, we 
| | are to apply for = = = =  < 52, 97 
| Merchants. Their Aſſociation very uſeful = - * 
= |: - This Work inſcribed to them, and why? - = =- xv 
| | Ought to be acquainted with the Laws = = = = 27 
Their Queries to be reſolved at an Office, erected 
for that Purpoſe — —-— - —- — p - 28 
L | : Are 
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Are not repreſented in the Houſe of Commons = 64 
Although ſome fit there, yet, it is not as Merchants= 55 
Their Number in the Houſe of Commons very ſmall 5 5 
Ought to have their Repreſentatives = = - = 56 
Would be the propereſt People for Commiſſioners of 
the Cuſtoms - = = = - - - - 100, 10 
Mercury. See Ruickſitver. 
Mines (working of) much improved and extended in 
C !! = => = = = = - = = - =- $6 
Miniſters of the Laws, aggrieve them often = = = 51 


| Minorca, is no Part of Great-Britain, though Part of its 


Dominion 2 71 
Mithridate of Venice. Cannot poſſibly be entered, as, of 

the Growth, from any Part of the World, and 

in any Caſes whatever, as the Law fand, is 

ſeizable » vw — =» = = 37 


. 
Naturalifis, Their Obſervation, concerning carnivorous 
Animals = = = = = = = = - = - 26 
Nutmegs. Are of the Growth of Aa only = = = 69 


Found not only in the Spice-1/ands, but alſo in other 
Places in the Oriental Ocean = = =» = 699 


O. 


Oat-Bark. The Act, concerning its Importation, is 
abſurd, and very ſevere = = -— — — 6 
Offence. Between it and the Penalty, there ought to be 
a Proportion = —- = — — - — 59 
Office, See Public-Office. 
——— for the Reception of the Aﬀociation = = 113 
Officers and Attendants of the Aﬀociation = - — = 112 
Offices, two, ought to be erected in the Cuſtom-Houſle 


of London, and for what Purpoſe? = = — 53,90 
T Their 
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Z Their Uſefulneſs = - = = - - - —- 90 

4 Their Analogy with the Tribunes of the People in 

| | old Rome = = = = = — 92 

| Oil. See Oyl. 

Onus prebandi. To be on the Claimer oxLy in parti- 

cular Cafes = = - = ꝛ˖ = = = -'= 52 

Very grievous = = = = — = — — 76 

Its Abfurdity ſhewn in many Inſtances— = 69 to 78 

1 Oftrich- Feathers (manufactured in France). A Suit in 

| the Exchequer, concerning them = = — = 49 

| | Out-Port-Officers. Attend twice a Day, and thoſe in the 

| | Port of Lodon, but once = - = = 103 


Ower-Entry, Singular Caſe concerning one. See Note 8 2 
Oyl of Almonds, Cannot be entered with any Certainty, E 


| as of the Growth of that Place, from whence it is 

| imported - - - = = = — = - =- - 37 

w— f Mace. Of Dutch Manufactory may not be im- 
ported upon the ſingle Duty — —— - - 36 

Charged with the treble Duty, and upon what 
| | Ground? = = = = = = = = = = 36 
Wt Abſurdity of the Arguments: = = = » = = 37- 
— of Turpertine, An Inſtance of a Petition, ſent to 1 

the Board, -- relating to the re-weighing a Parcel 

| of it, exifiing in his Majeſty's Warehouſe : kept 

| | unanſwered twenty. eight Days, and rejected. N. 95 to 97 


[| 3 
| Paper (Public daily). For the Publication of the Aſſo- 
| ClIatOn” to c „ 116 
What its Contents ought to be = = = = 116, 117 
& | Parliament. Merehants ought to have their Repreſenta- 
tives there 56 
| Application to be made to, for ſeveral Repeals and 
| Amendmenis of Ads = =» = =. = $52, 53 
| wy | Paſicboards, 
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Page. 
Paſteboardi. Seized, how and why? = = = = = 22 


Penalty. Ought to bear a Proportion to the Nature of 


the Offence = = = = = = 59 


Perſonal Refiefions. Are not intended in this Work — 105 
Petitions, To the Houſe of Commons relating to the 
Ambiguity, Want of Clearneſs, bad Tendency 
and Rigour among the Cuſtom-Houſe-Revenue- 

e << >... 9. 97 Bs $J 
Kept unanſwered by the Commiſſioners, for Weeks 
and Months, which might be returned in twenty- 

four Hours = = k 96 

Mode of proceeding thereupon = = —- = = — 96 
Placart in the Long-Room. Concerning the Time of paſ- 


ſing Entries 105 


Place of Meeting for the Aſſociation = = = — 111 

Plan of the Aſſociation «= - = - — — - = 108, &. 
Poſt Entries. The new Duty exacted upon them, though 
the prime Entry had paſſed, prior to the paſſing of 

the AQ = => = = = - — << = 7, 8 

What they are 8 


Practice and Experience. Conſtitute the Merchant — =— 100. 


Practice of the Court of Exchequer in condemning Geods 


wrong entered = = = = — = — — — 83, 84 


Preduce, This Word 1s left out of the Act of Naviga- 
tion, ſo far as relates to Drugs = = = = = 74 
Prothonatary. An officer in the Common-Pleas. N. — 92 
Publication of this Work, Was pre-meditated ſeveral 
Years ago = = = =» = = — — - — xi 
Reaſons, why not ſooner publiſhed = — - —= Xx 
? Why publiſhed at this Time = = = = = = XI 


| Public-Office (Uſefulneſs of a), In the Cuſlom-Houſle, 


where Merchants could have written Anſwers to 
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| E Page, 
Dutric: of Merchants to be reſolved a o to be 9 
erected for that Purpoſe. = = = = = 28 


Quickſilver. Where foand = = - = — = = = 34 
Its Preparation? 35 


j : R. 


Rated Goods (Inſtance of), regularly imported from Spain, 


li in the Out-Ports, and ſtopt there through the Ig- 

= norance of Officers, to the great Detriment of : 
i | the Importer = = = = =. © = = - t5 
i | Rates (Book of). Which is the beſt? !?! 76 7 
if A new complete one - — = — | —- a - 117, 118 

| 1 Red. Leiter - Days. Ovught to be aboliſhed = — = — 89 

F 5 Regiſter of the A hociation. His Employment = = = 113 

. | Religious Smuggling un . „ „ we „ — oo $8 

ö Repeal (a) of the Act, concerning colouring of Aliens 


5 Goods is to be applied for = = = = $3, 57,59 

Reports and Precedent; relating to Cuſtom-Houſe-Reve- 
nue-Law-Suits are greatly wanted = - | = = 119 . 

1% A Compilation thereof would be very-afeful - = 120 : 


| Repreſentatives, of Manufacturers and Merchants, ought 4 
if to be in the Parliament = —- - - - —- - 56 4 
d Revere is hurt by the Vexations of, and hard Proceed- | 
{| ings againſt Merchants, and why ? = = = 28, 29 J 
| | — 7; often intermixed with Acts relating to other 4 
| | . Matter 22sss — — = 2 238 1 
1 Re· venue Laco. (Cuſtom-Houfe). ? Which is the moſt : 
| dubious Part of iet!!! 32 

| Rouſillr. Ceded to France, but not alienated from the 


Monarchy of Spain. N. — — — as ou a 42 
Merchants 
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P 
Merchants of Great-Britain have no Trade with that 
Province <- < „4 & & @ — «- =- 42 
Rules. Given to the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms ; =< 


Merchants ought to be acquainted therewith - 94 


Application relating thereto, to be made to the Trea- 
fury - - - = = = => 100, 101 
— &:d Orders, concerning the Attendance of Cuſtom- 
Houſe-Officers = gd. 


8. 


Seizure of Abbes, entered ad Valore = < 
Query thereon put to the Commiſſioner = - 
Their ſuppoſed Anſwer = = = = = = = 

Seizure of Wines, on Account of their being imported 

from the Out-ports, or out of the Limits, into the 

Port of London, are often owing, to the Inattention 

or Ignorance of the Owners = - - = = 60 
Severity of the Laws, proved by ſeveral Inſtances = = 61 
—— f ſome As, ſtrongly marked in ſome modern 


nn i. 


Smugglers. Their Condition often much better, than that 
of Merchants - - - ::.: 60 


Smuggling in France and the Netherlands. Some Remarks 
thereon = = = = = = — = = =- =- 30 


Carried on by our own Countrymen, in foreign 
Countries = = = = = = 31 
— , (religious) What = = — —- 92 

Sollicitor of the Cuſtom-Houſe. ? Whether he would be a 


proper Perſon, to anſwer the Purpoſe of the new 
Office? = - = — — !- -— — - 92 


Sollicitor's Office, Their Behaviour to Merchants = - 27 


Spaniſh Fellmongers. In what Manner they diſpoſe of 
their Kid-Skins = = „„ 0 AY. OD | / 


Spaniſs 


102 
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Spanifo Flies, See Cantharides. 
Spices. . Found not only in the Spice-I/lands, but alſo i in 
. others, in the Oriental Ocean, = = = = == 6g 
Staves. An Act concerning their Importation, proves 
the Severity of Laws 61 
Subſcription-Monezy. How much = = = = 109 
When to be paid = - = = 109 
Time of Subſcription = = = = = += - 110 
Succotora. See Zucotrin. 
Suit in the Exchequer. About the Importation of manu- 
factured Oſtrich-Feathers, imported from France 49 


P NO 


5 
þory is but the leaſt Part, of the Merchant's Knowledge 100 
Time of Meeting of the Aſſociation = = = = = 111 
— of the Committee of twenty-one = = 112 
— of the ſelect Committee = = = 111 
Time of the Subſcription to the Aſſociation = - = = 110 
Treaſury, Memorials to, are ſome of the Remedies 
propoſed = = - = = = - = = <- $2, $3 
Remain long uranſwered — = — —— 96 
Application to be made to for the better Attendance 
of Cuftom-Houſe-Officers = = = = = = 103 
And for filling up the Commiſſioners Places, with 
Merchants retired from, and unconnected with 
Buſineſs = = = = - — —- —- ico 
Trial and Verdict. Often uncertain and fallacious, and 
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Tribunes of the People, in old Rome, their Functions — 92 


* 


Var. A River, that divides Itah from France = = 45 
Ferdicts. Are often fallacions, and why? = 48 
zu", Vermilion. 
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Vermilion. Imported upon the fingle Duty = — 33, 36 
View of the Aſſociation, What it Chiefly is = = = = 107 


. ; \ 


U. 


Uncertainty of Trials and VerdiQs » — 22 1 - 


48 

Unrated Goods, How imported, = — = — - — 2 
Oblereations thereon == ons o 3 
n———— of Duh Manufacture, imported - - 99 


W. 


Water-Side Officers. Known by the Nickname of Land- 
Pirates = . 26 
Wax. See Bces-Wax. 
Wines (French). Imported from Dunkirk, ſeized, and 
why? — = —.- 40, 4 
Act of Parliament of 26th of Geo, II. concern» 
ing their Removal from the Out-Ports into the 
Port of London = = = = . 659 
Duties on. See Duties. 
Witnejjes. Often over-awed in Court, the which is 
reckoned a Maſter-Piece, of Ingenuity, among 
our Lawyers — =, = = = — — —, — 73 
Work (the preſent). Its Contents are the Reſult of Facts, 
and Obſeryations = = = = — — — — — Xt 
Working of Mines. Much improved and extended in 
Cornwall = = = —» H 56 


Z. 


Zucotrin or Succolora. The moſt Eaſtern Iſland of Africa 70 
Produceth 
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